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assorted -184prbr ¢h8f7&mi ly members newly sett|
Pruslsoiua s A. Janzen studi edEnagnld sthrfaannsdl aetdei dt otrhi e
comment s.
The of &AW pl8descri bes trawnelWeish eambiRgWedtacPrus
tetersburgtaedcHpsctaws ;tod tlhng eme rard o rRiutses i @ao | o |
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The of adPphHredo0ldcords the trip made by Dyck wit
deputized to seek out sites for resettl ement
colonies Mol otschna and Chortitza and surroun
adventurpsbmet he Caucasus region, Vvisiting so
benefiting fr-omnoneaoanseéelaMah rowrieitrre saBdevridsjearnss k a n ¢
Odesgshaey submit a petition to the government a



Thediary of 1876(pp. 4158) is about leaving Prussfar America; the painful leav&aking the

rail and saHsteam ship Atlantic crossiran the S.S. Rhejrarriving in New York, being whisked
through customs and travel arrangements the same day, and more rail travel to Mt. Pleasant lowa
where old friend Cornelius Jsan and thé\tchinson, Topeka, & Santa Failroad agent C.B.

Schmidt arrange temporary housing. From there Dyck and others embark on more land searches
in Nebraska and Kansas uridyck finally finds a320-acrefarm 5 milessouth of Peabody

Kansas This diary explains and exposes many features of our family history that have been
mysterious omissing till now. Ninethemes caught my attention:

1. These wergreatgreatgrandfather Peter Dyékenly diaries(although he left 123 sermons,
some letters, and business papers). These diaries stand out as gems of ohservation
adventurea questing spiritand devotion to family, faith, and farmin®ut they havea
singular purpose to document the search for a newrfedo continueliving as nonresistant
AnabaptistMennonites in the face of rising and repressive Prussian militarism, in particular,
the conscription of his two teaage sons Peter and Johanrigg along the way thegffer a
fascinating glimpse of life in the f&entury. Wio was the audience to whom he was
writing? Maybe just posterity. Possililyey served hinas an aidenemoire,of the details
of the journeys and thayriadsof personal contacts who might be relevant in future
endeavors.

2. Themanuscript sourcefor this translation was a xerox copy of a haagpy, inold German
script,by Grandmother Agathe Regier Janzafitheold German scripbriginal by her
grandfather Peter Dyck. Her reasons for needing to hand copy the original are not clear;
perhaps the original was in fragile condition. Scans of this&cghe called it
Abschreibung were enteretty my nephew Mark Janzen Jr. into the translation software
Transkribus to produce a Latin script German narrative. This was largely legible although
there were some words that needed to be deciphered against the handwritten source. The
above imageisfam Pet er Dyckds cover page of the fir:
Brethren Archive in Winnipeg. The archivist wrote that they had received a digital copy of
the diaries in 2005 from a source unknown, or rather, still a mystery.

3. Networks of kin and acquaintancesabound in sections of the diaries, especially in the
Mennonite colonies, with accountswsits with coffee,ameal conversation, andf
overnight stayidentification of hosts or contacts in terms of Prussian place of origin and
perhaps colony of resettlemteusually followed by a string d&fin relationships (as the
A Me nnoni fsekuatiggahmmamgd individual in relation to the speakenext ofkin,
sometimes offering a charact@efining anecdote This is the feature of the diaries that
would least appeal to a reader outside the Mennonite World, but perhaps most interesting to
genealogists and olstyle social anthropologists.

4. The details ofnternational travel in the 3 quarter of the 19 century, or early industrial
revolution. These &velersbenefit from steam power, and iron (e.g., railroad tracks, buggy
and carriage springs, grain harvesting machines, metal ships), but with continuing older
technology (scythes alongside reapersepowerauxiliary sails orthe S.S. Rhen

5. As anagricultural entrepreneur, Peter Dyck is interested in the latestovations; but he
is also a careful observer and judge of the fertility of the soil in his travels, the vegetation of
nature, and the humdanded fields and crops. Although he occasionally notes the beauty of
the landscape, most often his comments are biasedan 6f an agricultural initiative.



Black soil, thick grass, a variety of trees, are all indications that a farmer like himself could
do well there

6. Geopolitics of the momentreading these travel diaries is like going into a foreign land or
another distant century. There are visible traces across the Russian Empire of ethnic
minorities having been recently conquered or assimilated, colbwigitsg settled; all this
against the backdrop of government reforms like the freeing of indentured serfs and the
erosion of the old nobility; The rise of Prussia, the FraPassian war breaking out as he is
traveling; AustreHungary as another power witls currency; in a few passages Dyck
shows awareness of the impact of the liberation of serfs, now underpaid workers, and the
injustice toward Mennonite landlebssy t he bi g estate owner s. Ye
anticipate the looming earthquake of 1917 and the end of the Czarist empire. In America he
participates in land searches including Indian reservations, yet he does not express outrage at
Indian removals

7. Old world or new world? Russia or America? Initially favoring resettlement to Russia to
join relatives and other Mennonites, Peter Dyck is then persuaded to consider America. He
mentions the names and visits with Asggica advocates, among the Mennonite elite, but he
is not very vocal about the rationales for the one or the other destination. By the time of his
familydéds emigration in 1876, most of the nan
resettled in the @at Plains of North America, and are again named as the main contacts for
the land search: Cornelius JansenBCSchmidt, Bernard Warkentine, the Sudermann
brothers Leonard anlbraham Dietrich Gaeddert, RristianE. Krehbiel.

8. Peter Dyck the pastor amuchsoughtspeaker in congregations in Russia, wherever he
visited; on the ship traversing the Atlantic; in newly arrived staging settings, and newly
established communities meeting in barns. His diary is regularly enriched with-jtkayer
phrases asking the diarfor protection and thanking the same for having brought them
safely to their destination. He observes situations that alarms him, and those that please him,
that bring glory to God. He is very much the shepherd of a flock that includes not only his
family, butthe wider movement seeking a better life where they may faithfully live their
convictions.

9. Theassorted letters (1876.884)in two parts (the first byAgatha Regier Entz Dyck and her
childrerd pp.58-76), the second biPeter Dyck pp. 77-98)--, his wife, translated and
briefly introduced by Louis Janzen, offer a sampling of the rigors of frontiefiliiging a
place to live; daily life on farms; family and community life, birthdays, funerals, weddings;
prairie fires and grasshoppers; the tragedies of death in childbirth, the drowning in 1878 of
the Dyckds t wo anoesthe aPpedramae of & farm manager intlelperson
of Herman Janzen, who then marries daughter
Russia.

John M. Janzen

October 3, 2024



Grandfather Peter DycKH8%$9Russia trip in the vy
CopwAgat he Regier Janzen

My 1869 travel diary of the trip frbm Marienb
Petersburg, Moscow, Samar a TamdanI®dBmgatdowansa&n No
Odessa; thenHuhgaughaAdsSchhesien via Bromber

We departed bnomMaMarL,edaB6Og at 10: 00 p. m., I

youngdJdwehnannes Andres of Nogathau, Johannes Go
Herrenhagen, and Jakob Wi ebe of Lesewitz. Th
days earhaedtens(baggagenshi pping?).

We travelIzeamdbyeraa:lhlerdoad]e; I pi -t S

di fficulty at 7:00 am the |t
Russian border inspection w
drank coffee with a bit 90
peopl e. I note al so ®lad 0
man with the name Strauss | #} /0
were emigrating to Samar a ~-,,‘eo
their luggage al ong and ac
coffee in the checked bag re
Petersburg theyfcoml thaea-ot

they did enjoy coffee, th g S i
And so, with Godds name n y d-
entered the vast empire at 9: 00 am after t wo
and | ess inhabited than in Prussia; it iIs not
Petersburg Eventuall yest Hairpioomsu rod iprhprwesv eas d
pastures that could yield something. Ot her wi
through Poland and a distamde bumthe dRuU®swinatal It
6 0 rPRudtsilem, al ongside the track. This was t hi
railroads from Polish insurgents

We reached the Niemen River at Kowaa, and at
the Leahr that fl ows south to Warsaw. After |
4: 00 we entered short tunneloutwhiilvee md wiunt g sati
first it becamadtleinglhl yadai kt,he hfelndDwierresb uwegr e ¢

show, and we saw someone even ridifnogrhfem sa sl ed
time on the trip. And so we journeyed our sec
the crowded cabins made this very uncomfortahb

Mhernyshovskaya, in Kaliningrad, Russi a.
2Photo of Rdisisvem tsrtl#diam, ca. 1860.
®Maugavpils, in Latvia.
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We arrived4TunesPdeat4/e%MtaDy0rgm

met wus; he had been sent by the Hotel de Riga
t wo droshke carriages to the guest house N o
youngRmgmer, Goo-svwmo amald Wjerbe alCead cthd pamernan) g
j oimedagain When we were all together in the
with adjoining sleeping cabinets, which cost

traveling with us were wupstairs liln, ae vpen cweiwoh
hayéar chil d

Our travel group togetheomtdmuMossed Wwhat heerw
our accommodati on was appearing to become r at
would be the observance of Ascension Day (as

However, to have WwWdi hadeaswholube Odagykwboo much
continue our journey Wednesday evening, | eavi
and the Lordds grace jtooy avMhlidvw ug atvelaexiger i e€Oua
departed at 6: 00 pm.

Now more about what caught our eye in Petershb
residence Particularly not-dcawhl|l er amei hhehwi
‘“bove map of northwestern TEue oNeew G onscnhoupdo Rnagh @We sWoerrind RAUI
Mc Nal 'y, p1922
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copper '®pomldd 1dmd sil ver. We ascended the Kreml
magni ficent city with its many green roofs.
heaven on earth this would be it. VWeutallso vi
wi || refrain from describing its pomp and spl
coronation hall

After we hae oauatseen noevarl fadurt he hotel, we recei
cost 1 Ruble per person, twice what we had pa
Moscow has other, more price wdrlt ty | gdue soturh dvp
expenses came to 3 Rubles per person, for 15
on its outlying streets, as we | epreoed edn Fr i
children traveledetacarhe agreasin Beratausese iom & ihe
span, we were worried that one might tip over
where there was no paving stone. The distanc
5: 00Tphm. train cars were not very full
Saturday at 8: 00 am we reached Nizni|j Nowgor o
alternately mountains and valleys, until at s
We approached the river diredtl|ly Tand evmatsemsad d.
accommodate the trade fairs that occur regul a
the offices of the Volga shipping company regqg:
would not | eave m.i | |HoMwoenvdeary, awme 1wle:rOe0 aal | owed t
t hen On t hél Vkleg K&d dloeni@i omna ik eh &Nolgarn . On t |
the mountain, in the moresattrr adtei watmreat ar &l n
houses. The city proper i s atop the mountain
noon dmme anle adta ndd sah s mal | ap, we went wup to the
spoke Ger man. I|Seurndtaryanlusrwale elaut ednacwenashit
service with our smal/l group. |l mmedi ately th
Church in the city that held Ger man services,
wal ked to the far engla,ofwheéree ptl lad reea uwad omat t yhe
plants, although the mosquitoes were beginnin
Monday morning, we purchased bread and boarde
bank, the mountainous side, was forested with
river. At 7: 00 am Tuesday momriengfwa 4rmrair v ad
now part of Russia. Two of our passengers wen:
on the right bank of -ptahier rhiovresre. d rTahverr ec awer isaagne
har ness. Fol Rawiwag omhemt wadl ands such as we
On Wednestafy, Mapne Wwe skaod kmpenlwthembht ked us to hoc
were just two hours from Samar a. FinaIIy we
at Jahni kedbs, where the woman and childre sp
Anot her episode required giving glory to the
couldnodot find it and @GenedPaibsn (pmaktmyg dopl,

‘MBovernment supply or mail wagon or boat. This term and



woman addressed us: fYou are Ger man? What ar e

I am the woman of the house. 0 Il ndeed, we wer

go crazy, whendowhtiech oird vmnmylstpdd yL @mg nse gei #
t h

t o

This woman told us at had we been there the
had the opportunity to continue directly to t
Wi ebe from Brunant La cthd ebso ehradd &a obmea tt of cSramea rv i
returned to the colony with his two wagons.

We hired wagons and | eft for the colony the f
for 18 rubles for six horses and three wagons
the forest, whiych oi ¢ hab « wtlwomgl.Sfa mamr am tomi ¢ hte |
flat, as we found much of Russia. But the ear
little plowed | and. Soon we began to drive t
a bit of snoev ®fn hihlel :morwhi sh dl ed us, during e
dust that was especially present outside the

Hal f way to Peganne we saw fields of sunfl ower
t hreye and wheat feinelwes ewlbiuc tbeinnlgei IKifang etsh eweKris a w
straw but not being used for bedding. They d
Three miles out of Samara city the front axl e
driver i mmediately rode one of the horses off
i hours we were on our way_>2"2=2imn Casagntaa | | y
t hSeo c k .RiAMdre rth oaur eniag htt we

cross it. I n this area ¢t as
from the stubble, and fror stu
pm we arrived at Penners i ske
many peopl e wereem itrmoladyr hpet

drive to the guesthouse wt d |
foll owed us to the guest h t e
After some conversation he i s h
him and his wife. So wetce Wi
took us to Penners pl ace. co
arriving at the colony on P at
happened to be our mother /, . lera 'l h w
our prayer before we went I 0 r S
The IEeasxd e’ n t he[ Al exandertal] colony 1is Uncle
Hope], where the son told us that the next <co
of f . Regier and Enns [of our trlhaeds grdalpdgbt
Toews, hthsaw, atwmer vi siting. Kl aas Epp came by
about Orloff wvillage; he indicated it was 11

our arrival, wheebnwag Wwkhkewedoneut AD vVvisit t
that had been put out to graze. The next day
the fal/l
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SaturddWMatyhe 22 ayed at Sukkauods all day and p
Sunday'"Mahye we3 drove to church where | with the
6: -1I71 As far as church service custom is con
Ladekopp. The Biblical text i s read,edand bef
Attendance was abundant . The chwmaoksrtlmuaiw di ng
pl aster, l i me whi t eama sthijni samedd tehiet Hdroo[rpliass tneor
the service we went to nephew Riesends where
crutches, although she seemed quite well ot he

Mhe Ger man and Russian | and units of the ti me, bot h ab
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We agr e t hat "weef avroas | adr meete't"S awri & tho \C,
his way Mol ot schna. Three days e
s Regier and EmngiiveS8aganevahe@ldaasdl
that they had indeed already arrive
d family,edrd hmomedi atnellywdwmagt ¢ ha Ig
d safely arrived.

| eaving Samara our <toawuameronar rjiowe cheiyn S
|l ga has a very beautiful mountainous bal
rests. It was a remark8btbk segatabvfohnh
untain side of the very wide Volga Rivel
her side of the infinite water of the r
v we dwhoespoko®uGerhmar. He advised us t
o catch a 7:00 am ferry thatOwoaud tiake
S the Volga we saw the first German sett|
e our mother tongue bid us wel come. But
(l ebenks)| usitm@i ng weauovedf abrmomubus fol k songs,
excessively and shooting pistols into the air
us they were going to a weddin@oun@Qwrd, arsroi \aa l
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@l aasz Epp, Jr. MEplldmsregpdon @83 4i sAppaoaee weleynw tlkeéer Dyck
did not Wlhke pl ace.

Wl £eeldl Pokr Bermkmed Engels in 1924, and designated the
Republic, which was abolished in 1941 as Germany invad
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Ger man h St hel b€ d U = —71  Trakt Mennenite Settlement |
settled into our qua _“—‘ i Samara, Russia 1g we
Eze-enheun' | (asecding to 3 3 Drck, M TUS) .y
enjoyed breakfast an : t he
olony, abowWens@i mila P |
eppeis very fl at u 1B 9 K eart h.
ortly we came upon EIE 18 18 | ey
trei Jelwdheser t hrest Foa AR
: | n t he -miilde | £t ro “ig
came upon a station, [ rred a
sto p, food, and feed e erder ——vreakin Continental sond) | W €
arrived in Fr°%senhei _co?nu;:‘:ie ;sm:t‘:v:;:a:t 2 Eiementacy schocl yhann
Toea/vvshose fathder kRad L=
Ladekopp congregation 1 n rFrussi a.
esently the whole neighborhood gathered, ma
ayed with @©Hnawrloleswasadks Espopn. The next day, a
ppental where | met many fr i enmachsn aEmd ,r EAlr atni
d all the Hams, including the el der David H
th his children. The grain is farther al on
e nice rye of themmern splmamstsiimg ihergood Thet
od buds along with many weeds. After sever
, such as: L. Bergman of Br °sk, | ater Ent z
i ershorsdcame Tafet ot heurs departure from the c«
days with most of them in K°ppental: Wall, G.
hool; also, at Hahnsau ol d Janzen of Ment ei
¢ hHheelh who owns a vinegar brewery, and al so a

n who offered a fine prayer for us traveler

nearby colony [village?] of Lindenau that
one barn in the entire village; the hous

The i nhabi tusnrbtesmiagrteeshleti s hioluti s esandyg.,es!
days we also visited another division, f
ravel group, others O@®bermvdyhseb@didrony, and
|l ed to Hohendorf, on the hixghfseteeppdeepH
l'y we visited Lysanderh®h where the next
e we saw some wakdsgrbss wheobegoopgohobhe
aries, everyone wiThe hamdsaapessstoegyat
earth such as 1 6ve seen el sewhere.

- 0<
=~

et bwem winsJuead d@quaintances in Fr°sent
f el der Toews, Johannes Toews of Sch?©j
was i n @Gdme icmhd aeviBeer mehtatgabcvidam d@a s er mo n
ively spirit and talent, whom I have
colony for the 16 days of my wvisit. He h

our r
hew o
day |

[

‘Mar gi nal note i n Alpgsad hhree dRsengniigefri eJsantzheinsési ndi vildlhal as f(
®see Bernhard Ha®&8&r, ME 11, pp. 658
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colony in three weeks. This man i
After an inspiring presentation i

s |
n h

down with his arm arouneéphiemseldf,, ws alil
ob
of

t
n
h

Christds grace for me?0 He was s bi
uth and assured the suffering man

O~ o~

ave my humbl e-l1§ermanibgse¢ed do Re
the X&herabrmalnaspécbuof pwacshi
m ot her Mennonite congregations.
ng he Scripture comes to the altar
saiwisg sanwi t h t he congregatlon a second
forward to the p and delivers t
at the end of K°p lonei lenalge he Atnt
ps and a door, on side whi c
ir coats and to w

or | eadiwhbidhrest
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g during myBrvi sSiutk.l&gop,t hhosd cAloa roonny BEnsaasu
ove me to his fields to see summer s
eaded out so that by the time | reac
ally mawad eorof hraarivwaditfre dSiaegrmBteov | i tt | €
For the same reason there is a sh
. Mowstt b wif | d ihreg 9 owdrse ogoorly covered,
d horse grazing on community pasture
e beyond the end of the village. Th

S5 0 X «
T o9Q S5 -
T SWwW O T S

D

end my account of Saratov colony and j o
usénJJume 14 visit the market at Warenb
c &vrotl @gra. ®Rn veerei s connected by Ration ma
This morning was very warm, Vvery oppr

r German village, was the embarkation p
| e kave at 2: 00 pbomardWebwéer beprnaeaparetl tab
ed there we decided to travel further t
d one day | ate for embarkation. So, we
d fao rs tReoasmeorv whi ch we reached Saturday e
ost. We had hoped dtay swebhbamehdBeappanskedu |
it otherwise. We stayed anothen two da
are few Germans hemrppe$miwherd we daror il vod
r, the next morning, due to the ship ne
e attended, and went to find accommodat
|l ked a dicstgnceweuphwl b sausthge shop and
answered in good Ger man. Now we had be
viedlyasd rleesertd iWe mw shheeadr t o find rest; F
ould we rush around foolishly? This wo

“peter SBymbhn °gpé&nit alk. Mennonite Library & Archives.



al beit with ;tJeeiwihf enanfagmemst he Baltic provi nc:
been helped, had good fortune, and a friendly
cour se Wwlea graehascohiffedd nesday . We needed to spend

| eaving on Friday evening at 6: 00 pm, reachin

These small <cities offer evidence of much shi
Al l mabes and sails were |ike a forest of tree
young man named Reunez from Mol otschna col ony
emi grating. Di sembarking in Berdian®Rle,acwe nyge
the port, we were met by a German who introdu
youth from Tiegenhof.inWheduwedméb him, wwéewe
from Danzig I n the afternoon | went to EI de
communi on preparatdwhi skermodi ¢t her a®XL @ &sinrdtahy
afternoon,ugbtusbal ¢chhkedtan; | joined him in
this teaching he | ed the group in a kneeling

\".
0: Prischib

3
$’ Hoffentha

Elieabetthal
¥y & o Alexander thal
R
Schardi o
Pordenau
Marienthal

Molotschna

MENNONITE SETTLEMENT,

Scale of Miles
BLE pishy ae

RUSSIA (1914)

bef orehand. He al so taught from ouwrt GQatpedhziesd
with Bible in hand, were asked to find a vers
cof fee wenyt d adke awiddtnh br ot her K|l assen, who is re

grandmot her in Damfelde was a sister to my gr
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wi f e, uffers from gout, was in
ay abundamei @legwtridsof fTo

e went k o

rr

|l saak

b Suderman, a brother
I edda tfoi nDey cykodusn gd acuoguhpt|eer.
d , Monday, the el der
e two hours we sbplen @ n

ol otschna colony, drivin

l , arriving at my cousin Johannes
already knewdroif veny Wiiolndignrgejsist H(enoyghw
I found my todbaveh ocempbyi &heiaba
d and is wealthy, while at -the sa
tian sensibility.

-~ o

=z o<

drove with us
J caaftat m oo
g through

- T oS
-0 O D=
n o<

day, we drove to Lichtfelde to my cousi |

miercrl en)isyarmpl nbsoon(e fractures, as wel |l
of injuries come his way for treatm
opul ation beyond. He has establishe

@ Si,s smot burdened the entire time with f

t he Lord hwaisl Iblwistshe da hg um tfeo ra chc esp tgaok
h Peter Schmidt to a wedding in Gnad
heim to Mrs. teacher Harder to deliwv
brwltchegr detwoagain before | eaving the

ter Schmidt, | visited the farm
is garden and his young forest
denCousrobpmséeherre Oepl wentotsee h
N & xlI 8 fwaayse dwi tt the Jmihgamtn.es Cl aassen,
as an oil press. From t he
f B mg nfdel AJso doadhunseisrs Ragi evel y
out our Prussian governmen

t
a

t—i-('Dﬂ
(o= R1)]
m Q
T Qo

o EIl i sahlehtahwt hAablr,a hla nv iMsairtteedn sb,r ortalrerri e
Cousimakesbahnad the opportunity to vi
sited Abraham Claassen on @&h®unday,
d that was deaf, dumb, wnHIl bsabdt hb
assen | drove to Peter Classen in n
myi ciotuesd nisiuivhleen aw@ge f r oms cough. T
Wrdt bee me to see brother Claassen
dt congregation. Especially notew
t o klefr nted glrwumg. $Sdime odfhelri hayi el
, t rest for sale, which he expe
e reason it was $e praddactiang
r to flow from road ditches f
r

h e
Th
t e
bor s. From this visit we went

S0

w
i g
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who had emigrated to Russia the previous year
gotten al most no harvest and was seeking to b
of Mol otschna villages, on tpasway 3JbhoppserQ, i
Li ndenad hhbarwo twheor has my cousin, the daughter o

Leonard Dyck in MAnsterberg. On our return jo
Epp. | attendedt idePacrodnenuad ono s@emedgatei i wl
Dankphiedngtuke. 17t nlHal bstadt | got acquainte
Ti egenhagen), teacher of the congregation; a
kingdom of God, and has a big collection of b

After a full week we began another trip with
Andres to Cornies -2l aqana t ha Mol

Nt ¢r hna

river. From Al ton |, Sergicvka
k)
the colony border i Kovnigi oo A
. ixokoye. Kontseropol Q}F S e |
(Kronans)i emhleurneg we %ﬁ L] T pmmkD&JM
much forest with ecpte

*
(Eichenfeld)
1
Franzfeld

~ranzleld

Nadezhdov';kaya

Chortitza

MENNONITE SETTLEMEN
SOUTH RUSSIA, 1943

(According to map in

r ows . We took | u
drove through Mel
a mar ket . Af ter

Adelsheim

Fedorovka :
J";;Eichenfeld 1919

Hh ey NOvo-Pe trovka ‘

Nikolaifeld

——ocarre’d

5
1
O IS YS QO — 35 s

Alexandrovka Dneprovichvili Stumpp, Chortitza)
came to Johann Co . B 10t touks
\é\/e saw ) bar |l e y . i Reinfeld 4 ’ Petersdorf 1919 Pauu,em - Oscalelcf Mi;es ;
Yavornjizk Avgustinovks et
rawn arves ting .'.._.,, ; % o gus tinovk :
Approaching [ Yous £ Nadiya \Moosotrudnoye i Tenatevskaya of
b e a u t I f u I b ul I d I n % 3 Lemeshmskyﬁ ‘Ukrﬂinka Andreyew
operation of the ‘rg y
g ar d ens ’ UNusua | t:runopol PB..dxaskY § Petropaviovsky 1 . N A
arassovka \-
shrubs. We drov 2 /
. 5 - Lukashevka i R Andreyevsky
brick factory, ando +v ﬁ '? ] S
. . essele O
fields, anépvi $btérumion oy ” pestors Har earai o ‘
D 1920-1922
Ssheep barns, surr ¢, Vo ~Wrewos: [ B:}:{
and vineyar ds . Af Ew!&eLh .Neuendorf Podorazhny
returned, ate a nc x
Then we visited tF
finally saw a war e
from previ ous Y e a Mg ook
etrovs - =] p
sold was stored. . ;; Z CHOR T1TZA *
N. Kotoghmsky / : N Insel Chortitza Vg
N e X t d a y We We n t t Novo Saporozhe /
Menteich to visit __
the latter of who ""’“"’"‘”T Tesengess ‘
omakovsk
stayed there for -/ Y e
A Osterwxck Kronstal <
d a y went to Dy C k Y " Slep““""‘:” N Nieder-Chortitza
estate could Dbe s i P e - Y
. . o) umengart
many bui lediwiigdse osnt & s —iy
made of white bri {7, 81" fove Fedorovip .
< Reons fadd -Udel Nikolayevka
Dyck has a | ove of™ 5, Wil Cn er e -
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paraded for wus We al so toured his exquisite
school house where teacher Franz instructs the
returned to Hal bstadt. Af toerri sat Odsa yv itlhleargee swen e
fine grain fields. Then Hal bstadt experience
who drove me to Lichtfelde as promised to cou
next day | went tboe tFheathearl ,S ophrmeiadcth eidn SRilnidsaay i n
|l eave for home the foll owing Tuesday. We tool
Martens on Sunday afternoon and drove to Halb
Mol ot schna three weeks.

On Wednestdoafy Jtuhley 2wle departed Mol otschna, me w
our four travel companions headed for home vi
wagon and a mail wagon, we arrived at Sch°nwi
owneirt w a mi | | stone business. Driving past A
Dni eper where the river is uncrossable becaus
stopped at the merchanturRewgyy |t a nCHa mtliatgz vaher
the L°pp i mplement factory. L°ppbs brother 1is
the factory they called the current el der Ber
Regier, thesl amyt wr f ebs wh oveltet eo)n. cCen Hreeensoev ecdh u(r ¢ h
hel ped us, at our request, toProibvtiatiengtabemopy o
southern Mennonite colony. This document i s
this purpose. Tiweg idltkenr coppwe ohe tdhehamd gi nal

As we were driving out of the Chor tnharastcodma
Neuendor f . I n the second, we were greeted wi
these people seemed to be quite backward. We
dwelt i n a Russian vill age wWherheo ugphp tahnedy Ilwesrte
was a very small wuncomfortable Russian house.
Dycks where we at ef ionuer |Ineonotni Imesaolu po.f Ivtertyast ed
continued through the afternoon and evening u
been very warm and dusty because of the road

found agwegstmamuse and spent the night with a I
farewel | to our friend Epp, who wished to ret
on our home trip, by steamboat. By ®omning o
The trip was pleasant; I had muah t o hdiss d wsvan

far from the Mol otschWa s<aow omlye ratti fHall bwd adls ar
green, with trees growing in the meadows. I n
and I | ooked up friend Peter Klaassen. We dr o
destinatipon atNol@n@O0Owas home except a Russian
Ger man. I n order to determine whether this w
examined the pictures on the wall. | mmedi at e
aunt of these acquaintances whom | knew from V
Kl aassen came home and recognized me, after |
several watermelons at the mar kamed Wehalhso ti
from Menteich, who had just arrived from Prus
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boarded a steamer whi cRhatgieoornvd@theae ge
ever | arger, to accommodate the grea:
IRt ghenb@s), would be better able to navi

anged
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the water gradually became green, n
again to clear om Whoernn ewe oafr rtihvee dBlia
at nt heheHetvelni Bgwr ovea welnt out where

rtunities some charging 5 kopeks.

hat in the summer heat was good fo
ze comparable to Moscow. Here the
g Sstreets and roads. And there ar
e could see inetahaeihi eGetmam fthoose

exampl e Samar a.

't on a hi §he patniadt ysaeua oawreer |jooa knie
about 200 -Isitkeep sv,i satnads ifsr o6nd tfhee
u ul, with ships sailing on the
t esdaxy, ahuwl f h24 skwe tMTaveled by
a took the Russian mail wagon.

a i f Thme wantrequo travel from si
t each place. When we arrived at
g of our journey. After we had tr.
s Sitardo hsytétfdives saeme e n( ruts and the f a
to a state of extreme distomfbet,

to rest for four hours at each Rat
orses were being harnessed. Becau
have attached atilan twhee rneo tpeabsosoekn g €
compl aints. This bookletvaltsousnf
es.

a city named Kischinev. We had co\
4. Traveling from Odessa, the soil
i el ding good fruri tvee acmalmeg rtece nKigs calsi
crops appeared, including the whea

Wenhgs BocoTfTmrr kiassowlkbadd edwas not
bi g eharnse vofweg rsaaiwn .i r rling akiisocn water Db

red by horses, the water running 1in
very delicious. We continued on t h
wransg gprloenti fully in the valleys as well
forest | i ke we had encountered in south
two colored | eaves. e ¢ @lolked tsha

rl and enjoyed our meal at 8: 00 pm.
when it had seemed | would not be ab

ves tarmn,i omn af t er thhoer nreedx tc.at tWee ,s aown elso ntgh at

PN bed

in a straw box, intended to serve as a
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f al os, with wide bodies and horns f'thhfa't e xt
y at 12 noodht mee lcaasnte ctiot yBatlhtait, we woul d enc

er al Ration stations before we reached the
downer who | ived near the river Dniester a
d us that goods pur chaseydonidn thdee sAsiantrirara n2 S
bl e. On encounteri nigtitlhle We urtédha Rievcert, haveA
the other side of which flows the Mol dau.

inst the Aassei we bhaddeot hBelc a substanti a
d apepedrirteenged t o have Mithteageéode@@gpemifri ec

Wef ouandl ewi svthod weomudidst us i n Ccrossi
CherntYwWiet did not want to do this f
borgaoe a brgiadbgeee;netdheand our passpo
examined our | uggage. Crossing in
transportation to continue. Final
h o eas. drOver had previously Il ent u
Ch owi t z. We finally continued our jour
dr r took us to a iJewaiys hs tgau d sotnh o uasshee rnee awe
mo ng we went early to bathe, after which
mo We boarded the train at 6:00 am. Ch
t
r

=]

m
r
y

rhe

gr and aRleywsmi kcalmpredadel0.0 noon we reached

w
h
h
w h we enjoyed our noon meal. Leaving here
SO here was much exchange of experiences. A
t
n d
0
a

®® >~ — o=
~= —03s5<-0
®S< —® >

wt h meadows and cattle on them. We crossed |
Ga
SOi

licia, in due c'doUulresree rwen cchh axrgg et nmbreaign s
i
Kr a

became sandier but wherever there was g
ow we saw tal/l cranes, high walls, and t

=~ — —

Bef
Pru

or
o
i nsp
e
|

aVeerdclinoongdgaki Aastr ahn
|l s were together in th
ued our °gfouAungews tat noo
Imm ately after nuing our journey we S
smelting and coke pl s as well as <coal mi ne
were all under gftoruends oi IAfdheaa Ba ersll aauk er . We h
city and continued our journey at 6:00 pm. T
we saw many factories and five story houses.

two hours at midnight, due to other trains pas
we had a ticket to Marienburg, passing throug
graceful protecting hand we "feuagamsadd MaBryi elrOb wro
was in Tiege, and through GoHdésegrBygyekreturne

reaching P
an border 0

e
S i
ected and we
di
i

Bfi nce then, has been in Moldova, and is currently in
YOGhernovcy on |l arge map; now Chernivtsi, in Ukraine.
BWlvov, now city in Western Ukraine.

Wr ocl aw, now city in Poland.
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The second Russia journey in the year 1870 by
CopywAgat he M. Janzen

My travel diary from Marienbur g madbag, Orblbe bor de
Karkov, and Taganrog in southern Russia, to Berdiansk, Ekaterinoslav, return to Chortitza and
Molotschnacolonies, again via Rostow to the Caucasus via Stavropol to Pyatigorsk, from there

return via Rostow, Taganrog and Berdiansk through Molotschna colony via Cherson and Odessa,
through Kyi v, Kur s k, Or el and DAnadkorg to the
Peter Dyck

In the year 1870 Mal5 was the day the trip to South Russia began. Elder WilhelmEwkrt

the Thorn congregation, and |, Peter Dyck, were deputized by the Mennonite congregations to
explore future asylum in Russia because of the law concerning military service that had been
imposed on us. This was the purpose of our trip. We left the dayreat 10 pm. Our delegation

also included young Abraham Re gon® wearivedbter r enh
the border at 7:00 am the next morning, everything went very well with the officials. We
reached Dfinaborg on Monday evening, and furth

how little value is placed on wood, for the trees thalleen cut to make room for the railroad

had simply been left alongside the tracks to rot in nature. We arrived in Vitebsk Tuesday

morning at 10:00. This city is beautiful in a Russia sense. The Jewish population is quite large

here, many of whom spe&erman. In the afternoon we traveled on to Smolensk, where we

were reminded of the time when the French imposed their unique religious laws on the

population. Smolensk is a lively old fortress city, on the banks of the Dniepro river that is about

half the size of our Nogat river. From Vitebsk to Smolensk we saw great masses of split logs.

The soil improved, became blacker and less sandy, the farther we travelled. We saw many vistas

of fruit trees on the fields, and foredtbeautiful birch, spruce, arigt. Travelling toward Orel,

we saw marshes and swamps. As we approached Orel the soil turned dark black, followed by

high steppes with occasional fields of winter rye and sunpiaerted crops. We arrived in Orel

8:00 am Wednesday and departed at 11000 bwas able to clean the dust off of myself. My

travel companions went off to see the city while | wrote in my diary. With Samuel, we could say

t hat Athus far hath the Lord helped us. o0 Fro
constant movingve had experienced. | was not sure | could withstand more of this. However,

even though we did not sleep especially well, | began to feel better. In those first days of travel,

| experienced nose bleeding several times, after which my fatigue disagpaad my head

became | ighter. This is how we experience Go
(Barmherzigkejt We are unworthy of the great deeds that the Lord has done, so we rejoice.

The food we brought from home we shared communally. We partook now of one of the three

"sSsedennonite EncgyoploRgagdi dor fuller information on
del egation to America and became the first el der
BN NnfHutsugineh aw, husband dFatbhyecrkionse.daught er

El der
of t he
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provision bags, now out of another. We enjoyed the fresh ham from Torun and told ourselves
that it needed to be eaten first before it spoiled. But we also then discovered that my butter kept

quite well.
In Orel we spoke with a German railroad construction contractor, from Filsit, who told us that

the surrounding soil is quite good, which was confirmed on the continuing journey to Kursk. We
saw dark green rye, consistent throughout the field. So wetddgeom Orel Thursday, May
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18, at 9:00 am, traveling'@class because there was rffocBss accommodation. We arrived in
Kursk at 8:00 pm. Here we met a water well driller named Ernst Hoppe of Kursk, who told us
about lands to be had in the vicinigites where he had drilled wells. He said he knew a person
with connections in Petersburg who told him that the administration of lands was very
problematic. But his contact would gladly sell us land and within eight days make the necessary
paperwork avidable to Suderman in Berdiansk. That same evening there came a high Russian
official (Staatsministgrwho was a railroad inspector, examining the railways in the region.
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He appeared to be a very honorable man, who told us a number of things, including that we
should hold off buying | and MisswachseHefvasavellt h 0 wh
acquainted in the Kursk region where there was land to be had fat@DRuble per Disantin.

Workers cost 80 100 Kopeks per day. We observed around Kursk that the roads are lined with

trees just as in Prussia, but there were no dtcl@rops were good, summsswn plants had

sprouted; the fields looked good. We saw first fruit trees which were in full bloom. In

general, there was much attractive regarding nature as we approached Karkow.

Having again traveled through the night first class from Kursk, we arrived in K&tRwrsday
morning at 7:00 am. This city is built on several hills, in the middle of which is the new,
impressive, not completed train station. Shortly, at 9:00, an extra train would depart for
Taganrog. Riding first class we shortly encountered a regiegse of an English organization

that was distributing testaments and Christian literature in 16 languages. He was from the local
region, where many Mennonites lived, in whose colony he was well acquainted. Traveling on
from Karkow toward Taganrog, tleil is sandy, occasionally with limestone buffs giving way

to forested hills and valleys. Eventually forests disappear and fertile rolling steppe emerges and
the Russian villages showing good fields. Looking sideways, soon only heaven and earth are
seen As we rode the twbour journey, progressively the harvest was occurring. Poppy flowers,
as in Prussia were everywhere. Approaching Taganrog the soil got worse. On our arrived we
hired a porter to take our luggage to the guesthouse. But sintcedhwsto Berdiansk was

about to depart, we went to the counter where our tickets were stamped and, in the name of our
Lord, our journey on water was about to begin.

Immediately on boarding, a young man named Wieshern from Graudenz, who had just come
from Saratov and was headed toward Molotschna, joined our group. Our journey was going well
when after 20 Wer§twe needed to transfer to a larger ship because of the rough water.

Crossing the bridge to the other ship was difficult, but the Lord helped us. That same night we
had a heavy rain. We were allowed to stay"fficRass without paying extra. So we arrived in
Berdiansk on Saturday, 5:00 and needed to disembark to a small boat that took us to the harbor.
We were approach by a man named Dyck, a cousin of Peter and John Wiebe in Prussia, of
Heubuden congregation. Iééfered to take us on his German wagon to friend brotheedéh
which pleased us greatly. By 6: 00 am | was a
arrival was sent to elder Leonard Suderman, who came very soon. Still, our arrival was
unexpected, in that messages from Prussia indicated a later arrival, swlerlead skipped stops

in Poland to explore land possibilities. This had been discussed earlier with the recommendation

BiKar kmiow,n e &kt alilh e

O8n ol d Russian wunit of distance, roughly same as 1 kil
2Pr obably Co, nred pruess edratnasteinve of the Prussi ame aME IMelck | e
pp.. 9Hli s name wi |l | be spelled with an fAsd in subsequent
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that we do it. Brother Suderman told us that contacts in the colony were already informed of our

coming.

We then went into the garden where the elder shortly asked which of us would take over the
Sunday sermon. | pointed to Ewert, who agreed to do it. We conversed over many matters.
Brother Jagen spoke, as he had the previous year, of whether it would be advisable to send a
deputation to America to explore emigration possibilities. Later in the evening old Mr.
Suderman came by, as well as our aunt Penner in Elisabeththal. After evening dewaon

went home with Suderman; | stayed withskam Afterour long journey we enjoyed a peaceful

ni ght s rest. | mmedi ately after our arrival

family of our safe arrival in Russia.

After the church service | was with friend Brother Claassen who has thewjtering wife.
Afterwards | was at the church for youth instruction, and for coffee to Suderman, Sr. He asked
me if | already knew about the relationship of Ohm Toews and MaiePeters. He and others

said they had spoken with Toews but it had merely produced a big fight. | decided not to report
anything about this marriage to Prussia and any reflections to my wife. | spent the night with Br.

Suderman. With Ewert next mang went to Jasen where we were invited by a friend Regier
of Purtma to drive to the [Molotschna] colony. He had room for two persons. We declined this
generous invitation however in order to keep our deputized group together. Back to Saturday

and our arrival in Berdinsk: viaJase n6s son, we asked at the cons
Gouveneur Kogboy in was at home in Odessa. The reply came back that he had travelled to Ems

and later would be at the southern coast. Thus, no audience with him wouldibéepQur
intention had been to explore other land possibilities outside the colony between now and the

Russian Pentecost, three weeks hence, and afterwards to visit the Caucasus. | wrote to my wife

from Cornelius Jas& n 6 s .

On May 2 after taking our noon meal, the horses were hitched to the wagon, frissrdwas

herewith sending us to the colony. Friend Regier with young Suderman had driven ahead in the

morning. My trip with Ewert went very well. On the way we stopped in the German colony of
Stuttgart, inhabited by Wittenberger [Lutherans?]. We tookhmoeal with them along with the
food that Mrs. Jasen had sent along with us. In the evening, we reached Elisabeththal, and
brother Ewert continued on to Steinbach tteP&chmidt. | followed him there the next day to
organi ze our further travel s. There | was
conversation in the garden during which he confided several things to me. | found it difficult to
take issue witthim, which | did speaking operdybut enough of this matter. Afternoon | was at
Martens, married to my cousin, along with several others gathered. Thursda} May26ur

ride went from Cousin Joh Claassen to Jakob Regier, of Pastwa, whose wife is Qlaass
daughter, al so mothero6s cousi n. This was
the colony have | seen more trees than here. Next we went to old Ohm Wiebe and toward
evening to fellow pastor Johann Wiebe in Rudnerweide. Both aregiesa We stayed overnight

at the latter. In the morning after coffee we went to elder Ratzlaff who has retired from his

ab
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service, his place having been taken over by elder Goértz of Gnadenfeld. From there we drove to
brotherin-law Loewen who has my nieéé.He drove us Friday the $%o Dirk Wiebe in

Lichtfelde where the sisters Mrs, Cornelsen of Rosenort and Mrs. Epp in Lindenau also came.
We were affectionately together and closed the evening with a small service, songs, and prayer.
Friday evening [ at Wenebkeeking dare fohbeokes bomes ané spraiasn y p
of whom some needed to stay the night. Among these were the wife of Herman Suderman from
Goldschar with her two children whom our friend Abraham Regier took home. In the afternoon

| took leave of my dear ®nds; cousin Wiebe drove me to Cousin Johann Claassen in

Elisabethtal where | prepared myself for the sermon in Rudnerweide the next day, Sunday. Next
day, the 29 of May, Martens took me to church where first | and then brother Ewert spoke the
closing. From there back to Elisabeththal and afternoon to Peter Schmidt in Steinbach. He
repeated the counsel to try to speak to a representative of General Gouverneur Kosghoy, even if
only to give us a letter of recommendation for the Caucasus trip.

Leaving Johann Klassen after 4:00 we reached Schonsee to Peter Claassen, from there picked up
for the night by -iOlwGoAzed averR @hnigiiaa haiseholsl,anoch

favored by the Lord because the father suffers from cough and chest p&ia.daughter also

glorifies (verheilich) her suffering perhaps vertigo3chwinsuch® because she is so closely

bound to her Savior. In my weakness | comforted her heart. She often imagines that she is

unworthy of grace. Iealosing, we all gatheredat3@nn 6 s t o pray to the Lorc
with Claassen for our departure with brotiretaw Rempel, whose wife is my cousin. We

traveled to FArstenau to Br. Funk, who after
false turns, itbecame vetyat e and dar k. We came upon the Kol
reached a village, from where a Russian driver finally led us to our destination at L.

Suder mannés, where we arri ved feourarnval dyrRegeh t . o

We finally lay down to rest at 2:00 am. Next morning after coffee we drove out to the fields

where nice rye and flatland where the hay harvest would soon begin, on clean but short grass.

The grain was somewhat thin. We saw theep herd of over 1,000 head, with as many on

rented land. The whole property is 750 Desantidpsiychased in three parts. Goldshar is near

the village of Blumenfeld where sever al Janze
At 4:00 in the afternoon we drove to Brahel where some 15 Mennonite families live. We met the
congregationgbastor Lehrer) Fast who with 14 neighbors bought the 5,300 Desantin farm for

25 Rubles / dis. two years earlier, including a garden of 7 dis. This friend and his brother told us
that their mother is a niece of unchka&so&l aasse
niece of our motherds. Brother Fastods wife i
may also be related to us, through a stepson of Peter Regier in Altenau descended from ancestor
Wiens. Also, in Brahel live two sisteos the abovenamed Wiens one of whom is married to an

2Mr ansl at,edr elfilteecrtasl Ipyat rtenthay sfmansy illkngd anédd. 21
B0l d Russi dDreylsamdabwnitt ,a he;ovtaar o,p eddrp eZ.MAdi idikldlr, e s
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Esau, and the other to a friend whose name | have forgotten. These and the other declarations of
friendship were remarkable on both sides.

We left Brahel at 9:00 Wednesday June 1 driving along the Herza river toward the Nakomal
estate, where the Woltsch river begins. The estate, named after its owner, features a big castle
(Schlosywith many side buildings enclosing both sides of the main castle; the fourth side is an
entrance gate centered in high masonry walls. We had tea in the village. The estate includes
16,000 Desatins. Near the already mentioned buildings is mill drivan kblaborate system of
multiple streams of water, but now a dilapidated condition. The soil is reputed to be very

good and we drove through considerable grass. Westward about 10 Werst on rough roads is the
estate Andrehofke, recently purchased by frie
Wednesday at 50in the evening. He purchased it for 30,000 Rubled! df/éhich was carried

by Inspector Springer who also has a share of the estate. Springer is also a translator, if anything
needs to be handled in Russian. The estate is long and narrow, 5 Weestdol 7/8s wide.

The estate which is 976 dis., has the necessary buildings, including houses for the freed peasants
(freher Leibeigenealthough the wood and adobe buildings are in bad repair. Several workmen
were setting up a windmill, purchased from Alexanderovsk. Bricks and wood were being hauled

in for workmen to build mills. About 75 head of cattle were grazing on the steppe. Wéer

fewer than 100 sheep, still belonging to the Russians.

OnThursday, Ascension Day, Br. Ewert gave a sermon on Acts, beginning with two hymns and
ending with a prayer. I n the afternoon we dr
where especially the rye and the summer crops were doing very well altheugheat was

thin. Much of the land had been planted by the Russians, leaving Herr Thiel to gather the harvest
to store it in sheds. Friday Jun@ 3. Sudermann and his son drove home to Goldschar, and we
following him. We steered our course towardchatkineslaw. The previous day we had wanted

to find a Russian who would drive us the 70 Werst for 13 Rubles. However, as it turned out
Brother Epp decided to take us instead. We left at 8:00 am accompanied by tailor Neumann and
his son, arriving in thevening at the Bamana river that flows into the Drieger where a ferry

would take us across. But there were so many wagons with grain waiting to drive to town that we
were obliged to spend the night under the open sky. Thanks to a private ferry we wéoe abl

reach the city early the next morning. Arranged by Epp, we made reservations in a Jewish
guesthouse, had coffee, and visited the steam mill Hasfe, whose owner was not home. He was to
give us connections and insights to purchasing farms and relateasiandde was reputed to be
knowledgeable about Russian laws. His business partner and brolémrThiessen referred us

to merchant Ullmann, a very friendly German whom we asked about farms and land. He
immediately referred to his commission book #melavailability of the Viglerowka estate of

14,000 Desantines of which 260 is in forest with a distillery and all inventory: 6,000 sheep, 190
horses, 300 head of cattle. This estate is 70 Werste from Karkow. The land is organized into
three farms whiclare for sale at 83 Rubles per Desantin. Ulimann observed that Prince Michael
von Tiplis had sent his inspector to check out the land so perhaps he would buy it. So we asked
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for other lands in his book that were in the vicinity of Karkow, which were nearer to the
Chortitza colony.

In Ekatrinoslaw there is an especially wide street that runs uphill and downhill, bordered by

Linden and Acacia trees to provide shade during the heat of the day for those who like to walk.
There were also drinking water vessels with cool Selter watahwims very delicious. We

enjoyed our noon meal ingpeisehauand toward 4:00 we wanted to leave the city for

Bergmannsthal with the mail carriage. We wanted to bid farewell to our host, but he was

nowhere to be found. So we took leave of tailor Neumgave him 10 Rubles to pass on to

Epp. Our ride on the post wagon, having been arranged by friend Thiessen in Russian, went very
quickly to Bergmannsthal to Warkentine some 30 Wersts away. For this trip of 1 %2 Rations with
three horses cost 5 Rubleéfter 4 %2 hours we arrived but unfortunately friend Warkentine was

not home. They were working on a constructio
Colony. So we decided to stay anyway, cleaning off the dust that had made the trip so
uncomfortake. A girl received us with friendship, showed us our room, and provided us with a

me al . We were exhausted from the hectic trav
Near the garden was a small lake where | took my first bath again in R@ssBunday Juné's

we were still there, and Warkentines were intending to return home so we awaited them. When |
awoke on this Lorddos Day the sky was <clear an
Fatherland, and that it would be Pentecost,eeeive a blessing knowing that the Lord will be

present in grace through prayer. To wish for peace in Prussia, and for protection on further

travels, | held a small morning service. At noon | enjoyed waffles, as in Prussia, and they tasted
very good. Fodessert | had the same thing we enjoy while traveling, namely buttermilk

porridge with cold milk. Afternoon | wrote in my diary, and went into the garden that was all
overgrown, with cherry trees growing on the edge of the garden. In my lonely walightiof

my family back home and what they might be doing. They returned from church in the

morning. Coming back inside | lay down on a resting bench, covered myself with the fur coat of

the household head that is made of steppen mice fur, and felbadldreamed that | was at

home in my garden when my wife came to me from the garden house. At first, | did not

recognize her but as she came nearer we greeted each other. Then she asked what travels

awaited us or were yet necessary. | felt that Idpmht three weeks in Russia and had come

home too early, and that | would have to return again. | then realized that it was a dream.

Warkentins and their son came home as it was getting dark. We greeted each other and spoke

about various things. Specifically, the bankruptcy of the unfortunate Gustav Hamm on his 160
Disantin rental farm at Tiegenhof, ten Wersts away, near his friemeelSon. Warkentin had

been there, and Hamm had expressed himself to the effect that his brother was also involved in

this sad ownership situation. His wife was to have joined him in the fall. As | said, he is to have

left Prussia illegallyfeindlich aus Preuszen gegangen So Warkentin wonder ¢
possible to travel without a passport?o
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Monday, June 6, we drove out to see the 4,400 desantine field. We came upon grass cutters
where 76 men were scything the not very tall grass. Nearby were two reaper machines. We also
saw the cooks preparing borscht for the noonday meal. Returnirghoriestead we saw

many loads of wheat that were to be hauled to Einlage. There was a total of 600 Schetwert sold,
with each Schetwert bringing 7 Rubles, 75 Kopeks. According to Warkentin he has 50 all year
servants, and 75 household helpers. We toolobtteese drivers from a wheat wagon who

drove us to Chortitza colony. That cost us 2 ¥2 Rubles.

We left Bergmannsthal right after noon and five hours later reached machine manufacturer Lopp
in Chorti z. He came home soon after we arriyv
am glad that you have come thenewthreshihg.machinesn t he
being built, which were more rugged compared to those in Prussia. Later | passed on greetings
from G.H. Lopp in Tiegenhagen. Then we had a peaceful restful night. This was especially true

in that during the day | had suffer&dm little bug® t h e y 6 r Moschkad thaevekere

beginningto bite. Also my eyes were inflamed from the dust, but by morning they seemed

better. On the'7after breakfast, we went to see congregational teacher Ohm Jakob Regier, an
uncle once removed/gtter Onkel of my wife. He was well, had eight married children, and

lives with his son Abraham. This uncle is reputed to have a very good memory. He showed us

his church books that he keeps in very fine handwriting, with all the registers filletiewatso

bragged that in this year elder Gerhard Dyck had performed 284 baptisms in numerous
congregations. We enjoyed a noon meal with friend Lopp who then sent us ofinavigsk

with a ready introduction to visit a brother Krahn, who had agreed to see us, and to tell us about
farms that were for sale. The crossing of the Dnieper River took a while, but we reached Krahn

by early evening. He welcomed us and hosted us éonitiht. In the morning, he asked us who

would lead devotions, so brother Evveommented on Psalm 1. Before noon we looked up elder
Peter Claassen, as well as the wood cutters in Alexanderdrovsk. We stayed another night to be on
hand to do the sermon in church. Thursday a driver named Bokk took us to Halbstadt, 75 Werst
away. Orthis journey we drove through the Kankerin estate on the Konske; it too is about to be
put up for sale. This is happening because the nobleman who lives there leads a very slovenly
life. His indebtedness led him to recently help himself to the royadurg for 20,000 Rubles to

save his 35,000 desantinestate We had wanted to speak directly to Mr. Kankerin and check

into the estate guesthouse. The Jewish host told us that the nobleman does not receive anyone
before 10:00 am because he sleeps that late. However, by12:00 noon he mayabieaal.

Br. Ewert and | were uncertain whether to try to see him or not. We decided not to approach him
and test our fate, and possibly damage future dealings. We reached Halbstadt at 7:00 in the
evening; | shyed the night with cousin Joh. Friesen, while Br. Ewert and Abraham Regier were
with Wien® R e mp e |-id-gw. dnahe morning we witnesséhe feeding osilkwormsand

the next day visited Willmsd textile factory
beautiful, very durable, and not very expensive. We saw where wool was washed, combed,
woven, and the tools to make yarn, knotting, and decorating with stéaday afternoon June

10" we drove to Lindenau with brothér-law Lapp, who escorteds on to brothein-law
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Cornelson in Rosenort, near where Ewertds bro
in Blumenort, who was not at home, and from t
returned the elder was home and welcomedarsnly. We then discussed the sermon on the

first day of Pentecost, determining that Ewert would go to Orloff and | to Lichtenau. So |

preached on Good Friday on the Gospel of Lent to a large assembly in a church that seats 1,500
persons. It was said have been filled for thestallation of elder Toews the previous year.

Then | rode with the el der whose wifeds mothe
in Mielenz, Fast in Altenau, and related to t
relatives inPrussia. In the afternoon | rested for a while. Then the Ewert brothers picked me up

on their way to Blumenstein where the teacher is also the congregational head. A gathering with
Bernhard Harder was taking place, in which Harder and Br. Ewert bokie sp noted two

persons who attended, a young man from Niedau, and a Mrs. Hiebert with her husband; she is
the daughter of Wall from Br°ske. From there
were joined by Peter Wiebe of Tiege, son of teachier\léebe of Rudnerwiede. On the second

of Easter br. Ewert and | returned to the church in Lichtenau. Ewert held the opening and the
admonition to the youth, for this was to be the day of baptisms in the congregation. After the

elder preached on Acts 27-47 he administered baptism to around 80 persons. In the afternoon

we discussed the journey to the Caucasus that we would undertake after the holidays, and which
comfortable wagon we would ride.

On the second holiday in the afternoon broiheiaw Cornelson drove me to Lichtfelde to

cousin Dirk Wi ebebs. It was a difficult trip
which had hit a house and burned it to the ground. Cousin Wiebpite his Friday

appointments, some of whom stayed the night, was still at work taking care of patients, with new
ones arriving. We had wanted to attend a mission festival that afternoon in Gnadenfeld, but

before we were able to leave it was already) 1véhen it began to rain with strong wind from the

front. We decided not to go on, since it was already too late, but to turn toward Steinbach and
Elisabeththal. In Steinbach there was a letter for Regier; at Martens there was to be one for me.

But the latter were not at home which is why | waited at Klassens which made me quite

restless.

Here | backtrack a little to the second day of Pentecost when | visited my cousin Johannes Dyck
who lives near the church in Lichtenau. | had heard of thistagdected friend, and so visited

him before | attended t hebrother PeterDyekandhada i s a s
brother Heinrich in Schénau. When | entered his house, | saw that he suffered from extreme
poverty and is supported by the congregation. He has a cancerous wound in his face that is
expanding. | thought to myself, he is thest miserable and sorry person in my entire

relationship. | felt particularly sad about the heartrerglisgd state of his soul. He did not

seem to feel a hunger for grace. | gave him some spiritual consolation, and also 10 Rubles.

So, we were all together in Steinbach to discuss the necessary preparations for the trip to the
Caucasus. We decided, God willing and us still alive, to depart the next Sunday by steamboat
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from Berdiansk. To assist us in dealing with the Russian language, we invited a certain Wiens of
Friedensiih. As guide and accompaniment, we picked fellow pastor Gértz of Steinfeld. Peter
Schmidt expected 3 Rubles per day for his contribution to the trip, including lodging and meals,
which we of course would need to cover. We also needed to prepare polasionr trip,

including coffee, butter and ham, in the name of our Lord. | left with Martens from Elisabeththal

and cousin Lowen toward Berdiansht the halfway point, in the village of Stuttgart, we

stopped for something to eat. Upon our arriva
Jakob Suder mands. | sen, Ut friends Keineer asid Epps &am wi t h B
Schonhorst were already there. The next morning | had the opportunity to greet new immigrants
atJase n 6 s . Their trip had gone well, even 83 ye
wel | . We al so went to the BnRhl eatedourafidirs,e s o me
and gathered at Jsans in the evening, where Br. Ewert offered a fireeyer,and everyone went

to their quarters. | was however called back by Brselawho asked me to accompany him to

Jakob Sudermandés, where the arrival of Mrs. F

On the morning of Sunday, June 19, we rushed early to the steamboat to begin our journey.

There we were met by all our friends from the colony, from whom | again took leave. Br. Ewert

had already processed the tickets (6 Ruble) for first class, no rinealBerdiansk to Mariapol,

Seisk to Taganrog. On this portion of the journey we saw many birds, including big geese or
cranesor pelicangKropfganzg. At the abovenamed cities where there was no harbor proper,

the ship needed to stop a distancefimor e because the water wasn?oi
several of our party went ashore while the rest of us stayed on board, to get a relstfut six

sleep. Travelling further, we arrived in Taganrog at 6:00 Monday morning. We went to a
guesthouse, haeda, then went to see a German commissioner whom we had met the night before

on the ship. He would provide us with information about available farms. He told us of

Wernershof, near the city overlooking the sea, currently owned by a Greek, probabldgdbre

sell since he lives in very favorable circumstances. Farms or estates from 1,000 to 5,000
Desantins were not readily availabl e. The co
title Ahonorary citizen. O

Next day wehadour noon meal at the guesthouse, it cost us 25 Kopek per person. We lay down
for a rest, then toward evening went out to see the house where Czar Alakaddtand the

royal gardens. Our departure for Rostow was to occur early Tuesday morning:.thet21

friend Abraham Regier wanted to return to Berdiansk and not continue on to the Caucasus. So
Mr. Brandt suggested that his son might show Regier the farm named Bernideke, of 4,500
Desantins, 10 Werst from the city, a site we had already the prelagulought worth seeing.

We were eager to continue our journey, so the next morning Regier accompanied us to the train
station where we took our leave of each other. We reached Rostow at 11:00 am from where we
would continue by coach to Stavropol. forunately, no horses were available. A six horse

“0f typhus,whinl el 82t5t ending his ill wife in this souther
by Catherine the Great, defeated NHMol eonds army that |
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wagon was | eaving right then, but we coul dnoét
reserved. So, we were obliged to wait until the next day, Wednesday. We paid 14 Ruble 48

Kopeks per person. | note that right after passing Taganrog the graindigidsl lvery good.

After that we saw many limestone cliffs and work sites where the red limestone was cut into big
blocks and then used as a building material instead of bricks. Mr. Brandt said that in the wet

climate of Taganrog the caves discovered mada &ands very advantageous for purchase.

There were similar sites near the Volga River at Syritzien where the limestone could be hauled

by rail and delivered along th&on River

The time waiting 24 hours in Rostow and not being able to continue became quite long for us. |
bathed in the Donver andtook a walk along the bank where there was much going on. A
railroad along the river, laden with grain, coal, wood and other products. There were factories
nearby too. It had rained a lot in Rostow, roads were muddy. The day we arrived the weather
was fir, but it had been raining endlessly the next day. That was not a problem since the
carriage in which we were riding was cover&tie finally left at 100 in the afternoon on

Wednesday the 22June, in the name of the Lord. Our group was now five persons: elder

Ewert, fellow pastor Gorzen from Kleinfeld, friend Wiens of Friedensruh, our travel guide and
translator, and the young friendi€m of Kozelitzke who had joined us in the colony, and me,
which is six persons. THailigencein which we were ridintf was a carriage with springs,

which we stepped into from the rear. The roof was very beneficial because |t rained a lot on this
trip. Four to six horses pulled our carriage. There were ‘
two porters on the carriage, and the driver, who rode th
right-side horse. We drove along the Don River till
Aekzei, then across the bridge like over our Nogat river
several Wersts on cobblestgrand then we entered the *
land of the Don Cossacks.

We drove across a flatland that is under water when the Don floodsmin placeg was still

muddy. TheRationstations were built very nicely in the Russsyle andwvere equipped with

everything the traveler desired. As soon as the coach reached a station, the conductor, who was
riding with us, jumped down and opened the dojust as he closed it when we departed. It was

he who ordered the replacement of thethedr ses f or fresh ones, so0o we
that we might not continue travedji. At each station the retiring driver received his 15 Rables

he would not have forgotten this detail, in any case. The whole experience was very orderly;

even the Cossak villages were neat and better appearing than those dfdhe Kloe borders of

“Mhe name of t hiins tvheeh itcalfen sacpspr@uahrifsgusr t her ‘teesretaurcyh i nt o 1
carriages and coaches, this term is a Germanization of
passenger coach originating in England, adoptddeby Fr a
photo shown here is the onlySpopendesi sgggftsa Dil wgencal
because of the schedulsesgopsededt abakchtyoategoveHerpment: t
on to the hot springbs spaspbotnPorntdgooakhtfrrantbeesdat hen g
Rat®ddbos rest stops andllUhorse and crew changes.
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the territory of this militaristic people were demarcated at one river crossing with posts. And so

we drove from one Ration to the next till we had passed seventeen before we reached the city of
Stavropol Saturday at 8:00 in the morning. We had stoppedey eveni ng for f i ve
before continuing at daybreak. The landscape among the Casghacks in the Caucasuss

flat, black soft earth, growing abundant grain and pasture.

In Stavropol we had tea and enjoyed our breakfast. Then we went to visit a brother named
Neufeld who has left the church and owns and operates an oil mill. In Stavropol he is the only
Mennonite, if one can call him that. But he was very friendly andeidwis to stay with him,
through Sunday till our departure on Monday. We enjoyed our noon meal with him, of familiar
Prussian food potatoes with milk, a delicacy that we had not experienced with the Russians.
The fare of the travelércoffee, tea, buttetebread with meat and cheésbecomes rather
tiresome, although it is tasty if the appetite is strong enough. After a rest we went out to the
nearest woods that was very thick, with trees heavy with plums, and flowers and bushes. We
saw Dutch white clover Sunday morning friend Neufeld gave a speech. In the afternoon, where
Br. Ewert spoke, the entire Neufeld famdgme,including an elderly mother, the wife and her
brother, children and #aws.

In the late afternoon we went to a commissioner who was somewhat fluent in German who
mentioned several available farms in the Caucasus region. We went with him to a field surveyor
who spoke to us in Russian and was dressed in Cossak clothing. He siscavedp of the

farms. On our way back watopped athe royal garden that was crowded with visitors. It

featured very tall trees and some very beautiful wild plants. In the evening we enjoyed a meal.

Next morning after coffee we were joined by a German from Johannesdorf whom we had asked
to accompany us to Pyatigorsk. His going as far as Hoschnekop would cost us 45 Rubles.
Before leaving we were finally invited to see the Governor who wanted twtatkabout the
purchasef his 3,600 Desantes of land located halfway to Rostow. Wiens and Goérzen
accompanied us to visit this mawmho was very friendly and gave us information on the land,

that it was fertile dark black soil, and so forth. He adtiatithere was to be a railroad nearby,

but that construction had not yet begun. We left the city on Monday thef dune at 9:30 am

for Pyatigorsk.

After seeing good soll initially, by evening as we stopped for night lodging the surroundings had
become very dry, the mountains and valleys unproductive. Our night in a village was not restful,
since we had borrowed o0 urwerdcoveweewib fieasthamextc oat a
morning. In the morning we traveled 40 Wersts to the first Ration and reached Alexandrovsk.

On this stretch we saw sharp rocks reaching up at a mountain peak, and beyond that the famed
Acamel 6s backo ntwatasnbvacapped peaknbdrelybvisigleotmraligh a cloud

cover. At this ration at 9:30 am we ate breakfast. Here we saw steppe grass unlike anything we

had seen in Russia, and very fertile soil comparable to our best. Here anyone is free to cultivate
land wherger they wish, and harvest what they have sown. The nearby Cossak villages were
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clean and neat. Some years ago the area had been inhabited by th€gbhaHaiwere

eventually defeated by the Russians. At 3:00 pm we stopped at a Ration where our lunch

consisted of tasty milk, along with bread and butter with cheese. Tuesday evening, we reached

two Rations away from Pyatigorsk, and departed at 3:00 arsaamdery fine streams, hay and

grass. Tooursidewesawthesa | | ed Snake Mountains, Camel 0s
and beyond that 120 Wer st # Moum&lbrdsahatss@ways i ve aw
snowcapped. Finally atnoononthé"20f June we reached Abraham Sc
Neither the man of the house nor his wife was at home, although they came in the evening. We

rode into the city with him and looked up a friend named Lange who was formerly a private tutor

but is now ghotographer. These brothérSchmidts and Langeare members of the Templar
movement Jerusalems Freundle

We visited the hot baths outside of the city where springs come out of a cliff as if from a pump,
with sulfurfoaming out of the water as a green crust on the basin edge, and over still water. | put
my hand into the hot water to test it. We went into a tunnel about sixty steps into the stone cliff,

at the end of which was a big room with an opening to the ldigjf. of this room was a flat

stone, the other half a deep bathing pool. The opening to the sky was about 50 ft. up, open like
anupsidedownfunnel. A guard stood at the entrance to this space, because, as we were told,
some time ago a child had drowned in gu#fur-rich water. This spring extended along a

crevice in the mountainside to where the spa guesthouse is located. We decided to take a bath
ourselves but arriving there at 8: 00 pm were
home and were honorabfyo st e d . Langeds wife is of Ger man
that they have a mixed marriagiaé sie gemischter Ehe leDetwhen we returned to our

lodging the Schmidts were already home. Schmidt is the son of Nikolaus Schmidt, an elder in
their church community. Next morning after coffee we went into his 3 ¥ disgyairden where

fine cherries were not yet ripe. Then we returned to the hot springs to bathe, but all the places
had been taken up. So we went back to Lange and saw his photography. Then we saw a stone
formation, had another meal with Schmidts consistihgll sorts of foods all of which tasted

good.

On June 30 we left on our long journey back from this distant place. Friend Schmidt

accompanied us on this rather warm day. We drove to see his farm near Mount Camel. He has a
Russian house there, a big sheep barn, and a solid rock wall fence surrewedytiging. He

has 1,000 Disantin land, and his father another 1,500, all of which is rented out. We had tea after
we arrived at the farm. Our travel group, except for Wiens and me, were eager to take a hike up
Mount Camel, which would take about 1 #uins. So Ewert, @tzen and friend Theim climbed

the mountain, went into the camel ds neck, the
along Schmidtds 200 desantin pasture near the
to anything we have in Prussiahis land has bedeased for 30 years.

In the evening we drove to Tempelhof, a colony ofXisalemsfreunder Templars as they
call themselves. Abraham Schmidt had accompanied us this far. We reached the home of a
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certain Lange, a son of teacher Lange who had been in Prussia and became an elder in Russia.
This son was born in Broskerfelder in 1836. Overnight | stayed with a friend Dyck, a single
young man whose sister is the wife of elder Lange. This young marejad to Palestine with
young Claas Schmidt who would return from there in the fall. The evening we arrived in this
colony | went to bathe in the nearby Kumme river and when | returned several gathered and we
held a conversation for a while. Howevee thountain climbers were tired and went to bed. In
the morning we woke to begin our journey. After coffee a neighbor came by. His son had
studied medicine in Germany but had to quit b
asked me if | knewrgything about his son. 1told him that as far as | knew he was living in
Marienburg. As we drove away with old man Schmidt accompanying us, we saw his fields, very
nice grain and grassland. In answer to my question of whether they had everythingitieely de

in their living situation, he replied that yes, they were satisfied with everything, except for a
shortage of money. The reason for that was the long distance between their grain fields and the
market, which also lowered the value of the sales Hyirm8erdiansk.

We drovedownhill onto flatland where the grass was less good. Around 9:00 in the morning we
saw the snowcapped peak of Mount Elbrus one more time as the sun shown on it brightly. On
this high steppe we were enchanted by its nature, including the enjoymeanadutigwild

strawberries we found alongside the road. Around 4:00 in the afternoon we emerged onto the
high plateau out of the valley bordered on both sides by mountain ranges. We dammed a stream
flowing from a spring to provide ourselves withrking water, and so that the horses could

drink their fill. We drove on slowly until we came to the highest point of the plategupe and
continued till evening. All around us we could see the small fires of workers cooking their
evening meals. Durgha small rainstorm it became so dark that we needed to turn around and
seek shelter in a hay shed where we stayed the night. At 2:00 am the driver came to us and
decl ared fAimy horses are gonel! 0 After several
somrething we all fear in Russia, it occurs rather often. Here on the high steppe we saw very
good rye and pasture. Finally, we drove downhill and at a cliff in a cove we found a spring and
we all had a good drink. Shortly we reached the Kuban River wheotressed on a wooden

bridge, but even before we ate breakfast, | bathed there with friend Klumm. Seven Wersts
beyond the bridge we reached our Kuban brothers who had left the causgetfetenen

Broglern am Kubaj In external appearances these brethliike theJerusalemsfreundell

wear the Janzen bed@rdvith the exception of their elder and teacher of the Word Nikolaus
Schmidt. They arrived here with few mealmst theynow have quite substantial houses. The
settlement has two villages. They have large sheep herds, their construction wood comes either
from the Caucasus forests or from Rostow 300 Wersts away. One brother brings wheat to
Rostow and brings back lumbertrgo that requires three weeks. We arrived to these brethren at
10:00 carryinga portion offish from the Kuban river near Nowinken which was immediately
cooked and eaten with satisfaction. This occurred at the home of a certain Berg, a cousin to
Riesen married to Wiens. This community is of the same perspective as Neufeld in Stawropol,
who isalso the person who represents them, and purchases produce from them; the entire group
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bel ong t o tSpriager)J womp dint @ F(pelichd gananntoWeesgoke litfle
about faith matters with them, but they are in any case not as naniraled Eng herzig as
they used to be.

After three hours. About 1:00 in the afternoon, we continued our journey. At 7:00 in the evening
we reached a Cossak village where we spent the night. We feared continuing lest we would need
to spend the night in a Circassian village. These Circasaiarssdistinct tribe that was

conquered by the Russians. Even more terrifying are the Kalmyks whom we met living in their
tents in the mountains above Pyatigorsk. Their facial features are similar to the Circassians,

with a wide face, small nose, almost eyelids, sharp little eyes and a low brow. They had just
butchered a sheep whose meat was very rank, perhaps it had already been dead. In any case we
lay down to rest and were sleeping soundly when around 2:00 we were awakened in the Russian
house wire we had our luggage. Outside there was such a tumult and a pig was screaming. So
we rushed out to see what was going on and saw that a wolf had snatched the pig from the porch
in the dark of the nighdnd was running off with it. The owner, who HagEn sleeping on the

porch, said that this was the second pig the wolf had taken.

We left this village and continued our travel at 3:00 am and reached the Urup River where it

flows into the Kuban. We drove through the first stream in two feet of water. On%uy 3

Sunday, at 8:00 am we reached the little town of Brésehnekop at the Kuban River bridge. We
ate breakfast in a guesthouse but could not take the time for Sunday rest and devotions because
we needed the day to travel so as to reach Taganrog to castbaheer on Friday, and to

inspect 6,000 Desantin of land that lay 10rg¥& out of our way. We were back at Brosehnekop

at 5:00, had tea, and in the evening went to see the old, very tall, half demolished bridge over the
Kuban. Alongside it was a floating bridge now in use. Two buffalo cows were being herded
across the rive not for the first time since they soon reached the other bank. Brother Ewert had
been sick this day, but on Monday morning we departed at 2:00 am toward Stawropol. We had
of fered our driver an extra 6 RuUbepaddttheg t hi s
Stawropol. We drove 42 Wersts to the first Ration where we had our breakfast. 30 Wersts
remained, the most difficult of the trip that took us 6 hours. Soon we were climbing up a steep
mountain road, up stdjike switchback curves,caoss a chain of peaks. The horses were

working so hard to manage the steep roads that our travel companions got off and walked to
make it easier for the horses. While ascending the mountain we stopped for a delicious drink at a
spring beside the roadkinally, we reached the high steppe that extended to Stawropol. Good
vegetation grew in this landscape. When we reached our destination for the day, we went to the
comtoirand turned in the Diligeneearriage to continue our journey on to Rostow as soon as
possible. We carried our luggage to our guesthouse rooms, ate a noon meal, and paid the driver
81 Rubles. We rested an hour and went to the agent who would helgh wsinecontinuing

journey. But he was nowhere to be found. These Russians tkltgsdSo we decided not to
continue that same day. Meanwhile it had begun to rain again, with lightning and thunder, so
after the stornpassedwe had a good nightdos rest. Il n the
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were hard to rouse, but we left for Rostow. At the first Ration we had wanted to examine the

lands of the Governor of Stawropol, but because Br. Ewert was sick and the land would probably

not be for sale in the next year, we decided to leave it be, atidw® our journey. On that

dayos travel from 4: 00 am until 10:00 pm we h
were still 173 Wersts from Rostow. One unusu
striding across the landscape crossed athi.pAnother noteworthy episode was that on the

previous day as we were eating our noon meal at a station, colleague Thiem realized that he had

left his purse with 12 Rubles in it at the previous station. Immediately we found a driver who
returned with im to the previous station, where he found his purse. This cost us 3 %2 hours time,

and him 1 Ruble 30 kopeks paid to the driver. We drove through the last nigstopadio

improve our chances of reaching the steamer. The road was very dusty, some inecaasing
uncomfortable, especially during the warm daytime. At 8:00 am we came to a small town and
crossed a bridge over the Don River. We were on pavement that ascended steeply, and the

horses would not continue. Eventually the driver persuacdad th make the ascent. With some

effort we reached the next Ration where the horses were changed. With jubilation we checked

into a Jewish guesthouse in Rostow, and after we had cleaned off the dust, celebrated having
achieved our long and difficult jouer. We enjoyed a nhoon meal. My travel companions went

out to see the town, while | stayed behind.

Shortly | was visited by brother Nikolaus Schmidt from the Caucasus with whom | went to visit
the iron smelting factoryHisengiessergiowned by an Englishman. There we met a Mennonite

friend named GAnther who, | ike Schmidt, | ease
selling their wool. These brothers advised against purchase of land in the Caucasus because the
situationissti t oo fAyoungo and that | easing would be

acquainted with the place. Income from wand grain will remain depressed until there is a
railroad to carry it to market.

We departed by train from Rostow Friday July 8 at 6:00 am and reached Taganrog after 3 %2

hours. Immediately on arrival we hired a driver to take our luggage to the boat, while we then

went to a guesthouse and took turns eating our noon meal. Then wedther ship. Shortly a

young man named Claassen of Kaldowe in Prussia approached me claiming he knew me

although he did not know where | was from. He said that had accompanied Reimers. Near him

stood a young Friesen who had also come from Prussia ancktuaning home to Molotschna.

This latter person told me that he had greetings from my wife and that he had been there in Tiege

the day before our departure. Our trip on the Sea of Azov went well until, in the evening, the

wind grew ever stronger. Wead taken second class without seats, so we had to sleep on the

floor. We arrived in Berdiansk at 6:00 in the morning and saw one of the Reimers of Schénhorst
awaiting their passenger and luggage. We went with the young Reimer to the city to brother
Jasends pl ace where we had breakfast. Soon t he
our trip to the Caucasus had gone. Satutdeyd" of July, we took leave of Br. Claassen and
thesecondelderrB Suder mann. At noon we went with Rei.:
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Abraham Regier, we were our whole team including young Thiem, toward the Molotschna

colony. | had askedBSudermann if he knew of any communion services occurring this

Sunday in the colony. He didndét know for <cert
Halbstadt or Petershagen. When | reached Elisabeththal at 10:00 | considered the 38l Werst,

night and morning driving, the weariness it would occasion, and decided to forego the trip. This
was perhaps the Lor do sdinglyandgraatme a smiat gf graceand | e s s
prayerful acceptance. | stayed the night with cousin Claassen and in the morning accompanied
brotherin-law Martens to worship service in the school where fellow pastor Dyck of Pordenau

gave the sermon on the phieof the rich man and poor Lazarus, and other aspects of the

gospel, speaking slowly and clearly without much reading from the text. In the afternoon several
neighbors came to Martens. Monday morning we drove to the steppe and looked at grain fields
which were in better conditiothanlast year. From the fields we went directly to cousin uncle

David Wiens where we enjoyed a noon meal. Afternoon to fellow pastor Esau whose first wife

was the daughter of Franz Regehr, whose fathe
Steinbaclwh er e | wanted to meet with Brother Ewert
Schmidts. Then | drove to Martens in Steinbach where | found a very fine letter from my wife.

It is always good to receive news from home.

Morning of Tuesday, July 12, we had coffee witlend Epp in Elisabeththal, a neighbor who

has a wifevhoisPet er Dy c k 6 s d &a gpbsin o tUncle DytkireNedteich. h e r
Seventeen years ago, they married as widow and widower. Both brought children from their first
marriages, of which three couples have married from among these children, one of which lives
with the parents. A brothef mmother Epp, named Peter Dyck from Gruppe, came by and all

gave greetings to pass on to the uncles. Shoefigre noon | drove to Peter Schmidt and

afternoon went with their family to B. Goértzen where | found brother Ewert. We discussed our
forthcoming travel. | went with cousin Johannes Claassen to Dirk Widbehtfeldewhere |

spent the night. He gave me several photographs to take along. He has manyapients

place including an 8 year old boy who tore open the side of his mouth that needed to be sewn
back together with thread. On thé™3rove with Regehr to Hastadt to recent immigrants
Reimers and Epps where | found old Mr. Reimer at home with all the women. Two sons had
driven to Fjrstenau. The third son had accompanied friend Epp to the Caucasus along the sea to
inspect land. At 1:00 pm | drove withugin Wiebe to Lindenau to brotherlaw Epp where

we spent the night. This visit was precious to me because previously | could only stay a short
while. After an afternoorest,we drove to brothein-law Cornelsen in Rosenort to have coffee

with brother Ewert who was staying with his brother. We discussed our upcoming trip. At this
very place was brothen-law Martin Hamm of Tiege who had come from Prussia a few weeks
earlierand related news from the Werder, among brothers with whom | am famikanmH
related a story of a recent experience betwee
servant of the Word was invited to join a colleague. When he comes to the place of meeting, he
is astounded to see three men playing cards. He stands abthend looks at the others and
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thinks: AWhat has my friend | ed me into?bo0 Th
what i1t means to be a Servant in todayds Prus

From Rosenort we drove in the evening to Altenau to P. Regier where we stayed the night. The
next day brother Ewert joined me at my wifeds
journey continued to Jakob Martens at Menteich. We had rented a&Beahiage from H.

Mathiel a brothein-law of Mrs. Wall vallmg in Tiege, Prussia. He said he also wanted to

visit Prussia and had already saved 1,500 Rubles for that purpose. Arriving at Martens was for
me coming to familiar acquaintances. The bodd are all well finished, there is a finew

garden with many cherry trees. In the main yard near the garden there was a system of pipes
whereby water from the roofs was stored underground. We asked Martens to help us get to
Brodsk. At 5:00 pm Martens took us there in a carriaige three horses. Herr Dyck was not at
home in Brodsk, but the sons were all there as well as teacher Franz with whom we visited. We
continued conversing on multiple topics until nearly midnight, when we had a good rest. |
developed a cough from the quick shift from hot daytime to sitting outside in the cool evening.

Il n the morning we went into the garden and th
large classrooms and living room. He showed us a map otiRalé¢ke writing and notebooks

of the students. For our noon meal we enjdyltzenwith cherry sauag excellent! Then old

Mr. Dyck made his appearance with his eldest son. They had just made a trip to inspect a farm
that the owner wished to lease. dRyhad agreed in principle but asked for add§ grace period

to make a final decision. We stayed in Brodsk through Saturday July 16. The Dyck estate is an
impressivedkonomiewith many buildings all decked out with bright sacwlored tiles.

Seventeen heawyuty ironaxled wagons and many smaller wagons were on hand to bring in the
harvest and to travel around on. I, however, saw very little livestock. This famibyessed

with land has 10 living children the youngest of whom is six weeks dlte wife is a sister to

Peter Schmidt of Steinbach. After supper at 10:00 pm we took our leave because it was getting
dark, without moonlight. Earlier in the afternoon winds vpieigup dust so that driving across

the steppe oneoald get lost. | had asked Mrs. Dyck to give me a little butter for the trip, but

this generous woman gave me much more: bakery and a fried meal. We travelled till 2:00 in the
night, protected by our competent driver Mr. Fast, who is a landless ranteoline) of Dycks

with 40 desantimsandaccommodations. He pays his rent in harvests and seredeld us

many thingon the way to the harbor.

At 10:00 am we boarded the ship to Cherson and Odessa. | note that from@rodskeled
exclusively with brother Ewert. Friend Abraham Regier stayed behind to spend more time in
Russia, to learn the Russian language and to become better acquainted with, and experienced in,
the practice of how the Russian economy oper&téd&, in contrast, wanted to return home to

our fatherland, along the way making a few more contacts to fulfill or mission to inform others in

%Nbraham Regier Jr. would spend two years in Russia bef
daught er, Chits efrii rns@tla ecgphutéegrat he Ma b ewavshbeosonh di whe87 t hey
emi gratedi hollAlhe&r i ca
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Prussia who wished to settle in Russia, although in a letter from my wife | learned that so far no

one had openly expressed their intentions to do so. At 6:00 am we arrived in the village of
Lypithihna on the Dnieper, now 65 Wersts from Brodsk. We stbfigrecoffee at a Jewish

guesthouse, and continued to wait for the steamer, which then arrived two hours later. We

boarded the ship, handed over our tickets for passage to Cherson withdu2t&hieles per

person. We enjoyed a midday meal on the sloplfRuble each). It was Sunday July 17. We

were pleased to withdraw into the quiet, to o

Whent ravel ing, i1t is so difficult to collect or
greater for the traveler. We came to a small town where there was agmgadtion A

machine driven by a steam engine was lifting logs out of the water onto a boat. Later we reached

the town of Bereslaw where a floating bridge over the Dnieper needed to be opened to allow us

to pass through. This is also where the telegraph linetgomggh. And so we traveled through

beautiful nature with tall trees anteadows on one bank, many German houses against the hills

on the other bank. The Dnieper became ever wider as we approached Cherson, almost equal to

our Vistula.

On this section of our trip we met a young Abraham Friesen, Mrs. Cornelsessdams nep hew.
He is the chief inspector of colonies for the Tauride Gouvernement. He told us that he was

traveling to Nilopol and intended to visit the Molotscho@lony. He said that if the colony has

not yet found the funds to buy more land for the landless, who should hdessghtinesach
householdthen they should be forced to do so. Brother Ewert countered with a note of caution,
suggestinghat the colony did not have as many funds as was supposed. The inspector replied

that a decree would be issued by higher authorities to order such transactions or payments. The

|l andl ess would be provided firsmthefielbroadsa vi | | a
and unused wild areas, and finally from newly purchased land.

When we reached Cherson on Sunday evening it was quite dark, so we were allowed to stay on
bord. But when morning came we hurried to transfer our luggage to another larger ship that was
headed to Odessa. The evening before brother Bagmformed me of the sad news that

France had declared war on our Fatherland. This caused us great anxiety, even more when it was
confirmedfrom several additional sources. After we had transferred our things to the other ship

we intended tgo into the city for coffegbut it was still too early. So we had coffee on the ship,
which was rather expensive and not very enjoyable. The inspector joined us again and brother
Ewert asked him if he had heard any news from abroad. He had not, but he thought that this war
rumorcould be proven untrue if later information became available. It was hard to believe that it
could have just Afallen from heavend without
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it would be declared untrue. But we quickly changed our route home to avoid traveling through
Poland?’

MondayJuly 18,we made our trip to Odessa, ate our noon meal at Tabeldo for 1 Ruble per

person just as the previous day, then lay down for our last Black Sea nap. Ewert again had fever.
As we neared the city | woke him to prepare to disembark and to go to the Hajeh EA

driver took us there for 60 Kopeks. It was the same guesthouse where | stayed the previous year,
with the same management. We took a room, 1 % Rubles for 2 hours. During this nap | had a
dream in which | was already home givingeamon. This dream caused me much longing to be

with my family again. Monday at 6 pm we were again in the guesthouse, Ewert still had fever

and | was writing in my diary. At 7 pm | woke Ewert and we drove to a certain Jakob Tows who
had been recommendtmus by Peter Schmidt, to seek advice on approaching the Governeur
regarding our mission of immigration from Prussia. In the case of his absence we would seek to
address his secretary Chief Excellency Mr. Otwarstein. Tows received us graciouslyised adv

us, as had Philip Wiebe, to first contact President Sr. Exellenz Herrn Ottinger, who is the
secretary of t he Fdgsorgerkdmita.ff Jhougd bim mwe wouldebe able to
request an audience with His Excellency the Kanzelei Head even if only in writing. Brother

Ewert hal already filled out a form with a list of requests to be presented to Gouverneur Berg, in
as brief a formulation as possible. We prayed to God, Lord of Lords, to give us, and especially
brother Ewert, the wisdom to deal with the pressure that our Fattidrées brought upon us.

We engaged druschkec ar ri age and drove to the headquart
request an audience with President and States Council Prince Otiiigeshortlyentered his

presence and through brother Ewert ourtipetivas presenteds follows

We the deputies of the Prussian Mennonites come before you concerning the pressure
that we have experienced regarding military conscription, of which your Excellency is
aware, to seek immigration to Russia and to purchase land, preferably in southern
Russa.

Brother Ewert added that a deputation had already presented a similar petition to General
Gouverneur Prince Roszebay in Petersburg. His Excellency responded that freedom from

Russian military service was no obstacle to the proposal. However, as herfessedtin the

Volga colonies which he had visited three years earlier, a monetary substitute to military service

had been instituted. Then he recommended to us that we, in order to purchase land from the
Ekatherinenslaw Gouvernment, address ourselvdgetRtissian Envoy in Berlin regarding

which governmental region would invite us to settle. He also asked us if we had obtained
permission from the Prussian government to em

’Presumably because Pol iosHu ntgearrriiatno rEymp iase ,p avotu | odf htahvee Aot
against Prussi a.

®Ngency established by the Russian government to over s:e
of fice was in Odessa. I't was abolished in 1871 when ci
subject to geinleeesn hamwist aninpy pvo ptdi. a
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the assurance that the Prussian and Russian governments would come to an agreement on our
behalf- release from Prussia and acceptance in Russia. However in the case that someone with
a passport but without release from Prussia buys land in Russia, that party remains subject to
Prussian laws. Purchase of land in Russia is allowed to those wha hesidence permit but are

not citizens. Such a permit must be renewed each year and costs 2 Rubles. States Councillor
Prince Ottinger continued with the folling: Perhaps it would be best if you contact the Russian
Embassy (Ministerium) where a trustworthy contact pecauid representour interests to the

Crown and follow up on matters so that they are not forgotten and thus delayed indefinitely.

We left Odessa Tuesday evening July 19 at 6:00 pm by train for Kyiv riffraip®s for 13

Rubles 88 Kopek per person. We went to Tiraspol and then turned right toward Kyiv. We

passed through forests of vigorous deciduous trees as well as wheat and rye fields, as well as
fruit trees such as Spanish cherries in the villages. elafternoon of Wednesday July'@e
encountered frestanding Germatype houses not in villages. Brother Ewert knew that in this
region a group of German speakers from Swiazel had come here about 30 years earlier on the
estate of a nobleman, bought land, and settled. The buildings were long, including a house, barn,
and shed under one roof, some kshaped form. They all had a well in the middle of the yard

with a crankto draw up water. Grain fields and gardens in these settlements looked very good.

We arrived in Kyiv Wednesday evening at 9:00 and needed to spend the night here because we
would continue in ' class. We took a Droshke to a guesthouse which was a Jewish Halal

business. Here we enjoyed our evening meal, while outside the rain was pouring down with
strong lightning and thunder. When the storm
after a 27hour train ride. After breakfast next morning we had two assignments: to get our

passports stamped, and to exchange Prussian baintat Russian money to pay our bills till

we reached the Prussian border. | took the second task; found a Jewish merchant who took 10
Thaler banknotes in exchange for 9 Rubles. The reason for this unfavorable exchange rate was

t he war 0s onutahce and FRrusdaecanditee elecline in the value of the Prussian
banknotes. Meanwhile Ewert had taken care of the passports.

We made our way to the train station where our train was to leave at noon for Kursk and Orel.
To backtrack to the previous day, before we got to the German settlement, we passed the estate
of Berdischew which lay some distance beyond. It is a large dgdtata small city. Because

the nobility Grafschaf} there is heavily indebted the estate is listed for auction in a few months.
The landscape around Kyiv featured fine deciduous and fir trees, but afterwards the soil became
lighter even sandier, witlorests of fir and spruce. This was the first time we saw trees similar

to those in south Russia. After the small city of Nezhin the main roads are lined with trees like

in Prussia. at daybreak of the morning of 22 July we approached Kursk. Theagvaist vas

in full swing with its yield in plain sight on the fields. There was also evidence of fields of
buckwheat and hemp and of the bountiful harvest that had taken place. We reached Kursk at 6:00
pm. There is much traffic here, no doubt due taittesoil. We had already gotten our tickets
checked through to Orel while in Kyiv, so we could continue our journey at 7:00 pm.
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| write a brief note here regarding the fields from Odessa on, fields of ripe rye that stretched as

far as the eye could see but with hardly any workmen to be seen, with binder or sickle to harvest

it. Suchevidence of the Russian national charddre works only when forced to do so.

When summer seeding is done too late to expect anything from it. But the hope of a grain
harvest wil/ not motivate him to cut i1t 1 n ti
fashion. Perhaps sontendownesfind it difficult to pay the workers. That may be wpay

rates aresolow in middle Russia. Our friends in the colony prefer to pay higher wadpes

assured that the harvest will indeed provideyik&l expected.

We reached Orel Friday afternoon 2:00. We needed to wait till evening to continue. The train to
Dinebur g was t o | eayv e leavéuntiBearly BungaymorningBsotve we di dn
would spend one day and two nights on this stretch. The previous day around noon we passed
through the city of Smolensk and saw the fine gardens on the south side of the mountains. We
passed through the tunnels of Vilmad Kowno, where the sudden entrance to a tunnel would

shock the passengers to silence, soon to emgege ato the bright daylight. Approaching the

border we saw fine estates and grain fields which had the effect of us feeling welcomed. We

reached the Prussian border at Werball&unday evening 8:00 the24f July. Our passports

were taken several stations earlier, checked, and then returned when the train stopped at the

bor der . urgwdwer® jpined bn the train by young nteaveling to Prussiaho had

been drafted or had volunteered for military service in the war against France. As the train

crossed to border into Prussia they were shouting for joyainohg obscenitief their godless

emotiors. They showed little regard for what might contribute to peace between nations. Nor

did they seem to consider what awaited them, life or death. But as we continued from the

border,we saw other soldiers taking leave of thveives children, and siblings. As we passed
Elbing a fathesaid,i Gi ve me one more glimpse of my <c¢child
sides, those leaving and those left behind. The mood was quite heavy, in that they did not know

if they would ever see one another again in this life.

We reached Marienburg at 8:00 am Monday tHe &5July and on to Sandhof, Herrenhagen,
and Tiege. Thanks be to God.

Peter Dyck.

Mer balinll Lithuani a.
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0 EmigratAm@dBiBd6éhy Grandfather Peter Dyck
CopyAdbyt he M. Janzen

Wedl , Peter Dyck of Tiege near Tiegenhof, Mar.i
residence, with my wife Agathe borimh Re,gi er, al
emigrated in the year 1876. T hhea rcch i Redgrieenr ,weAg
married to Jakob W. Regier, and sons Peter ant
and the place was Simonsdorf, a station on th
were part of a groupmvafngll8 fpewhsoam s9 2w hvo uw edr eb o
as"®2l ass passengers, the remainder who woul d t
t hat morning was accompanied by heavy rain, s
gathered to bade us farewewi spesrdbdant ¥etgotold
farewell s were difficult, knowing that those
woul d possibly never see each other again. S
from brothers, sisteflSe meman g ntdhse arnedmaaicngiumag nh aaf
|l oved ones the next year. OBkhkerantwhtisdo hmadrmhbr
resi stance and had accepted military service,
We, in the name of God, and in our witness as

wi shed to remain true to our faith before our
pressure from the gover nmende,t owes emad orua alotudr
to |l eave our fatherland and seek | ife in a pl
conscience. So, we have sold our earthly pos
Lord will go with md aeawédr guhade. usFour wamaeri ad
in the Fatherl and, i Tha ktihneg haonp ee xotfr g otirnainng, uvse
Simonsdorf to Wirschau, then via Gerk to Koni
We reached Berlin, our capital, at 8:00 pm. T|
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e inconvenience of not having access to our
rs for five to six hours at a ti me. This t
parting i mpression obuoujobankgrbgndr ai Wetd
aching Bremen at 4:00 am, after 21 hours of
emen by a guesthouse driver named JAning Ha
sewhere in theesawmassamneagent Oof MNoith Ger m
rning at 10: 00 he invited us to a bureau wh
mber. At 2: 00 afternoon we attended to the |
e cosand omy nfeami |l y of five individuals was ¢
y our guesthouse host accompanied us to an
hanged Prussian money for doll ars day the r
e 17, we went into the city to do some sho
ompanied by the children who were staying
z andshbwoRegrer, t hiehdwthmeadofheoenurpsomlise.
ompanied us rightRue@ino dofhet tel Bsasmér slhii pe .
aration came at 3: 00 whemr,hoiur wWearforel alkl v
r
I
h
a
e

(@]

However, twethaped hiey ovomu |l llegroin us t he
i ng. It is much more difficult to take |
other in their hearts. The Rhein took wu
|l d see our friends on the sWwavéesa@tdecoul d
wohl ))beagntyst ewe could no |l onger see each

oo o6 —Tc T O O S

ask our Lord, who fineither sl umbers nor sl
Xxious, so that we do not give up knowing th
rm. We commit ourselvesotad hldi vy acadr omg aman d
e water, i n Hi s name.

ter we | ost sight of | and on both sides, th
rection into the night. But by Sunday morn
re 10 feet high and 10 feewnaparthatAfderi mg
th a clear sky we had Ilittle wave action; w

w that it was Sunday and the Lordés Day, se
the responsibility, as the only one i n our
estion arose, how to pr cdbce ad,t htoa iget, @ger rhiod
contacted the Capitan and asked him for per
rspective it could happen. But permission w
om staff, so t hatd talcey momouwlad ewiat hwdrrasvini p s er
so the passengers were |Iimmediately invited
gan with the singing of a hymn. | then ann
troducti dmol dfowaeds dryviace,y ayer. Thus | addr e
fore the face of our God and savior. First
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064 Rhein 07 / 01 / 1876 Bremen/New York

i 5
HARDER Bernhard 64 farmer }]‘:;iiz 2
Justine 40
Gustav 20 THIMM PEl:Psabeth 60
Bernhard 11 Elisabeth 28
Johann 22 farmer :.ar%;etha gg
Maria 22 gatha
PENNER Justine 78 Heinrich 21
* ANDREAS Jacob 58 farmer gfagz _ gg
Maria 52 atharina
Catherina 26 Elizabeth ?
Maria 24 FRANZ Catharina 60
Anette 20 Johann 24
Emilie 14 GOCSSEN Johann 74
Margretha 10 FAST Agatha 35
Elise ) FAST Gerhard 37 farmer
REGIER Gerhard 54 farmer Justina 35 wife
Anna 52 REMPEL 7 65 farmer
Helena 19 Justina 65 wife
Gerhard 18 ISAAK Jacob 38 farmer
:Qna 16 DYCK Heinr 10 none
Carﬁ;ct_;ha 14 HAMM Wilh 59 farmer
Joian:llna él Catharina 46
Gustan 7 Enilie 15
CLAASSEN ; HAMM Johann 61 farmer
Eathar:.na 57 widow Maria 55
son 26 .
Cathari Maria 26
Jaw:rma %i - Agatha 22
PENNER Heinrich S0 farmer K iEtfiE 55 farmer
Siergrctha 54 AE:a a gi
oh 17
Heinrich 15 33;:: 29
CLAASSEN fﬁiiiii 23 ENOS Anna gé
prtiy Sé farmer REGIER Bernhard 28 2one
Anna 14 RE Maria 28 wti’;Eer
Johana L 12 GIER Jacob 27 farmer
Abraham 8 Agatha :
Seeian 8 g?RTEL Lenharg fg \fufe
CLAASSEN Cerhard . CK Johann armer
BRUCKS ledri 5! farner FROESE Abrah 20 farmer
Diedrich 19 farmer raham 45 carpente
CLAASSEN Diedrich 52 farmer Ida 38 wif N
Maria 48 David A €
gudglf 20 éda . 2
Costar. 18 FAST Niiﬂi.l““" ns
15 FAST dus 23 farm
Johann 10 ) Wilheln er
Maria 8 g&mﬁk Johann %g farmer
. p far
CLAASSEN Edu:;d 22 farmer HAMM di?imfes 24 far$::
ustine 22 elm
THIMM Johann 34 farmer At Hermann llag £
Lisette 29 armer

t hat He would continue to keep us safe on the

wings into the depths of our hearts within Hi
1-4 . I n conclusi on, I bl es sresde st hoed wvah chlyemna s s elnhl
service. Ac h, | felt so alone there before t
graze, on the green pasture of [|ife, and to d

was for me, wpeaksrso Weakwhat joy I had to b
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the talents that He has given me. May he put
become a blessing to others as a crown of rig

We continued®bSundianye tthd l1&hear 6:00 pm we saw

nglish coast on the right side, which we app
foll owed all night5: 00nwéhar movednagt afounkd Ha
therestayWad i n the harbor and after breakfast
ome things because of our | ack of knowl edge

strange to us, on tdhe pd lmayw bwihn halwg .h e Wd arsest wrfr
We marveled at the equi pment on-whheeltedwrrcés rsta
t he hor s g earsd eldr mandd strong. Al most all the
Brabant Pharssesa,i with sloping back and protrud
to the city but we did not find a nice park.

devotion with reading from Psalm 106, a praye
Tuesday June 20 the sky was <c¢clear, beautiful
then returned to the ship. At 3: 00 we |l eft t
and saw the Isle of W @ht cdn ftftse alnaf tf ogitd e swie
ever wider; sea gulls and other birds foll owe
Toward evening the youth began to sing in har
fear? On oumrdss ha pmamérendtsao on. 0 Soon a | arg
Eventually we held devotions. And so we trav
high sea where we saw some remarkable things.
Wednesday June 21 the sea was somewhat rough,
wind produces sharp waves. This was more | ik
|l i ke a regular mountain, that doaddwowaleldyt hiesass
ship, that had wide bodies and pSchwednhebbseesh
with round bodies that resembled English pigs
and coming to thedsbBvpningmoafahis dawaafter

of fish, I began to feel si ck. I rushed to t
had enjoyed the meal s, but from that moment t
our sebveasat. Some days we needed to just | ay

and so we all became seasick. Anna found a d
persons. But soon many others werle.l ddakirrsg afy
June 22 the wind blew even stronger so that t
keep the plat Ac,hftrioen mil gt ngf oddr God i s remat
moves, in order to throw from one side to the
Standing or walking on board such a ship is a
t hiag fi xed. As the waves foam over the ship,

then the idppasiwaes, rasdi ng over a mountain and
rocking motion. The ship shuddered. The mos
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where especially the young women | ying on the
our group the most severely-shafw eHatraddk rwivtom slaa
had to spend entire nights noendideetcekl,y.t o avoid

The food on the ship, initially, was very enj
with fried meat with potatoes and soup, and c
bread with Dbduatltlert aasntde dc hdeeefseen babbke. meAt . nobh, s
became too much of a good thing, especially t
most of the pastvewmpmaghaedlgiong ssickk i n oneds whol

According to our steward, our ship had about

people needed to be fed. So, one has to i mag
t wo weeks but for a possiblyg muwcmatbnger bt emk
repairs the journey would take | onger, even t
incidents. On this day | ©Obehescai)f emanes tdeotwne

out of his boot mtemrdd tas kseede was wihfalvwe walhere 1is
squirting water out of its back. We saw sevel
sur face. I add here that on our first day, T
Ger mboryd company, passing by on its way from A
and shouting to havéUseenthanowateBatwasdaygaihe
thought the wind was stronger thaal weyhaddexp
every 15 rods a peak, not breakers but altern
Thursday and other times we would see no othe
pl eased to see other shi2@Ws sappdesart,r awsed dlnlgy wd h
Sunday!btfheJunse it was foggy so that we would r
warn other ships of our presence. The Rhein

French sailingemihéps wi ahl 18f cwleom were rescue:i
the other ship, although they heard the Rhein
they were in the clear. At the time the Rhei
otrheship in the accident.

I n the morningwefadgaindalyeltdhea 2Bor ship service
for the second week after Triulatus [ ?] with
i n

our weakness, gave olffubherdttitwasgloryial Mg
cleared up with a high westerly wind, so that
was a fine travel day. T h emafsa lelro veian g dayi pa sp a
Al so, at thempts aanier dulmet ead t hat during the nigt
the depths of the sea. It was said to be a m
heat his place of work, where he usedThee to
corpse was wrapped in |linen, tied to a board

commi tted into the water. On that day we saw
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we were able to move quite rapidly at 13 naut
(Zahl me4 sneut)i,c al mi ldeashus latGdremasn i IGer man m

our speed. Weume sWway wihrerdyY 4from the morning ¢
sails the ship was listing to the right side;
| ower than the | eft at times, making wal king
with rain. The t[urbulence of the

we atphreormpt ed wus t} '.a.
communal prayer t"; 1 o :;é

our evening devot

Oh, when our hea
burden before the i
flows so easily, 3

moves our i nner
unspoken sigh sp
Out of weakness,

succeed. So, we may measure our standing befo
Spirit helps us in our weakness, and gives wi
Fridaybfhdude we held a collection for the wi
died. From our group we collected 25 Thaler.

gratitude and contentment with grhed stelrerilcest tweer
behal f"lfagsdhep@®ssenger s. On this day we were

But the fog was so thick that the ship only t
|l ead wei ghtermeansiunrge adewat er depth of about 40

and at 4: 00 pm we saw the shore that we were

continued wuntil 10: 00 pm when we beheladnthe |
see | and, even though we were to have another
and at 2: 00 am we could see many | ights on bo
approaching the harbor. Then heumog miimgst avep &
first American shore, so trim with magnificen
col or s. This was the view that made us feel

soon we would have deleitd dar tah Ibemeatflaces was
l and, l and.

Bring in the year of our Lord, hear the Lordé.
Hi m; Praise the Lord, my soul, forget not the
He alone deserves praise, honor, and glory no:

We docked in Hoboken at 6: 00 am, and had our |
ship. Si X persons in our group were escorted
New York to exchange money, pampcertwortkhei rAtoft fhiec
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received for one Prussian Mark 26 cents or wo
Groynpeok for 20 MarGk synthe cdddvoerdt |$y5 .a3f0t eirn br eak f
we would be departing on this same day of arr
this great world city would be ws¢oyyshoaint di n§
some of whi olh arenbuidlecorated with the fl ags
windows all the waynowo ohethepappTbashwag 1ol
time to celermmiaver sehrey 10f0 t he i ndependence of
the heavy traffic in the water between New Yol
the ocean with us and were now in the harbor.
cbossal ships Aentering the Vistula.o I n two
bet ween them, with wal kways on either side fo
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Al ready before noon, while stildl on the ship,
us to escort -pasfarthBpp. andl $0j ead Wall of Nel
congr eYmaatsi arh,er e t o accompany us. At 4:00 in
York, with our crates and boxes, on a |little |
water. We moved as quickly as polsesiadldlee tlce awa
the 8:00 pm train. Shortly we were told to b
of our baggage was in the train cars; it woul

1, as it was ghbeetgann gt od atrakk,e tuhse itnrtaod nt he mi ddl €
the night and through the state of New Yor k,

falls in several streams down a very high ban
caned the train over the river coming from th
through Canada arriving in the night in Detro

a | arge ferry which transipnorChe d atghoe Mornadiany cneorr

%Bet hesda, Henderson. See ME IV, p. 153.



4 8

11: 00, where we had our noon meal. On this |
fields of worked terrain. At noon we departe
i mportant for trade and quiteiltar peoeuntlidul | Imie
clover and xxx on which cattle herds in good

and other grains in the best condition. Towa
| owa . During the daynwbuexpbatedcdddmuahf ect

Ac,h train travel i n America is so comfortable.
the means, can rent a double sl eeping berth f
it was much turmoil and BayoubAksosoosheheoutft d
such as fresh bread and fruit are offered hou
still affordabl e. I n Burlington train statio
under wagefebrt@aheldann noifv etrhsearlyd Oof the independer
from Engl and. The | ocomotives were decorated
our fill of rejoicing and celebration and jou
pm, thhmuws rheaawcihed our destinati on. I note here
to Kansas via St. Louis had already reached t
Mt . Pl eas arnai nsnt ican mit¥eev tydoaorkk .our | uggage i nto t|
stepping out of the train car in the dark, di
scraping my shinbone. After two days this ca
heal throfugh pae ase pla&ochtesmpKeyssbden( kraut

bl @admedi cines blessed by God. As we entered

Cornelius Jansen, who had waited for wus. He

roads to get to our accommodations, beds and sl
journey. After we awakened from our sweet ni
served us breakfast, which we fgdradalyl atchcee pgtreadc
He has all owed us to experience, bringing us

deserves all our honor and gl ory.

After breakfast | went with Jansen into town
house in which we are now resident and which
empty at the moment ; it was dfi gniemeo upgenr st oon sa.c ¢
be $16.66 per month. | bpaoaghdreieBder furhhe uc lei, |
moved in on that same day; my wife and | join
grace thus far.

The first trip to Kansas began on August 14,
traveled westward into the night. Because of
As the morning became | i ghhtagd wfeew oud tdt Iseeme rt thsa.
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around Hamburg '““«"%’l‘iﬁ*i/f"‘\;\ j M‘ ane L7 },H,,,,,‘ % Fort
e O /S50, City  Btorm ™ Dodge
great amount o | “ ot wane S 1
l ater near Atc S N Naul b Hogne?
ood, but ther | © ~ \ Columbus [ T Muscating
fg t d f : Grﬂn ~/ m ” Foungll Blutfs } ():knln(«‘:u(e:‘ m'“t»(
ores and masg g 1A Soward — ,:u | Ouumpway uruﬁ'ﬁté/
the clearing o X s Ao '
| Keanay 4 Lincoln mS: 1 0 e
crops. Of t en “b/”"”’ HRslIE Beatrice | Ml 'l e Il
\ . i Kitkuyilip
or fel Fedtand a-—iL b O T Falrbqry' il f s Quintge
. b & 3 A1 { . |
corn is plante " Bollovillo | I T T e St VRO,
eventuall t he VN ' Kansas - Mobarly
y Lt Manhattan, J ln‘wh ﬁ 1LY 'M{’ 2“" Moxico
t h e n b u r n e d i a ays 'Hll(ﬂ()ll Cllh/ ) 'Y s -,
N 1T e n‘m; City C ummh.n**-
take gewesamad | o o arrenaburg s
{ o SR oy (8] L i Y
t 0 b e carr | e d Groat Hand « 3 "rmn.’tu /anllllln (T‘l"'v'm ””/
Hox L \\
| n Kansas, b y ity Hutchingona %( N ol B »T’fjn
i i b . s
after Atchinso Patte Wichita ",' ‘ b 1 biuiry pf M IHKOI
is an openTowila prar ri'e. o
reach Atchinson, our first city in Kansas, we
Mi ssour i river on a very tal/l bridge which al
After 22 hours of travel, we casbnnuedravel jao
me was -imyaw olhakob W Regier, and friends from
and were returning home after vveryisgowNepras

we reached Topeka aotn 1o:n0 Owea mvue r eF raocnt ocAmipcahniinesd b

had i mmigrated several years earlier but spok
conversation with our young people in English
Ger mans here. ContHahsitegd wé &r OOveéedtei next m
went to see Dietrich Claass-ehaw Handee Dbér &ut
was |iving with | umber dealer Peter Wi ebe of

Enfar ms; also the farm of a young Dyck of Bez
outing we saw a | arge herd of around 100 catt
horseback. Afterward we returnedetbs Hdlnset add
which is driven by water. I n the evening we

their straw stacks from threshing whberaadt hteor sg e
of t hferdmiGahedder t'wbocbadrbgatigbth their wheat
morning of Friday August 18, we accompanied t
am to meet General Agent Mr. C. B. Schmidt who
meeting waspoosihblspelcand purchases. At 6: 00
Cl aassen and his son Edouard, Penneirfdwom Dib

Mof f nungsau, near I nman, where Dietrich Gaedder
community from Mol ot sclHlha col ony, Russia in 1874,
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Harder and his son. From Peabody we were to

Mr . Funk who worked with the | and agent, and

transl ator on the ground fortoneégatpiezi noffmsn.d Tl
eight people, | eft at 8:00 am in two wagons.

terrain wh&krefhkerbbeiwggan was deisitawdHagdéehe
fell backwards from his front seat. At first
and we continued our drive. Al ready only thr
land and nicely |l aid out farms with | iving XXX
miles in a westerly direction. The Wel sh cor
the prairie grass was abundagthahbdst hsokt hath
hi ghest points one could see far. We came to
trees so that farms nearby included up to 70

grassl and, with .gr alshsee sc ourpn twoa s5 afleseot ntiaclel and
for noon, and returned to Peabody by 7:00 pm,
before traveling to Wichita for the night

OQur previous dayodés travels had taken us acros

very favorable region. The new railroad that
Whitewater river from Flogestcel®9ow&l dbsaddr ov
side of Butler County where we encountered | o
reached a farm where the watermelons tasted v
number 29 on t hree amasp’,| L& | ? ] h' Ly R :
. |[_etal 77.41 2. Matthew utler
This farm has 8@ 2&0crhees | fnp | - Tesnion, laraberls ¢
imberly Famiy || 2 '
catt-Be, p7fs, 10 horses Cﬁgtvl9§£3éy’a 20 29 : 30
. | T Marlin R i
bushels of winter wheg & e Shme | Mesn | MEEIE 5y e a
A oo ) Tste | g oty
and 14 from this yeard¢ | | 48 | mer
he wanted to sell out [5 2UESCE | ok | vaend | paar tot a
. g8 et Regier Thiessen || Thiessen | JBY Farms
$9, 00D .t kme a ropriate £8 o || Tustetal 528577 | pugiitrs | L1991 In g s
etal 153.36
. = 30— 2508 2.9 9 XoJ .
and livestock. He war - LB R o e LJ«:WW his
H : egier . | . X5 28
had died so keeping tf D [ote T ey 1653 sEr plesn O mMu
for him. Around t his L——mjugts LN M lwer e
H . Henr 3 = 6BrianMEnszL
miles of fence (that i Cek |Dugtle |Glenwoods £ cai7ozs |
Farms | Claassen || Farms ] )
Tincaos7| 16782 | 2634 2 §Claa(s)ggnKTmst Frederick J J}J;gtl)'s .
We | eft there at 3:00 - 31 \?’EZ 79;;3; Whinoe 33 s it oA
8: 00 in the evening, & ryw PR %8 )t he
during which it rained i &) mmes & ¢
u g _GLEEIne (3] L | [1jgus
was a Sunday, the Loraos wvay. we 1 ose early @
2peter Dyck readily incorporates new words, including
®Peter Dyck does not give the name of the township, but
section number suggest that this is in Clifford Townshi

surrounding secdiowser and current | an
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rode to Newton, arriving at 5: 00 am. There w
get to Hal stead, since fewer trains traveled
Topeka. So, we were dependent of @or igumatreaveln
Lichtena Because of the coKrsiickeeeabbel dannot
a carriage to Hal stead. So, we wondered i f we
railroad. But we needed, pamndani wesiloaeft Né&dwtomwaasa:
in Halstead 1 | hours |l ater. We stayed with
ool for thehrsieskKiiakhEelE]lflreeached t he Sunda)
er which a hymn was sung, out of hymnbooks
mo n . During the service it rained intense
deWwar vuseted with Dirk Claasseéem almut t he
ases. I't became urgent otwlhhatc hwe hpur dhppe
ext day, Monday, we continued to Gaedder !
r from that community (myhecdugisn® inmmRuWSs 3 i
friends had joined us already on Sunday
l ing through Burrton, a newly formed tow

c

—
=5
Q O - O "~ = = ~+
-

o
® ® ® S =

>

er a noon meal with Martens, and a nap, we
us to visit friend Harder, where we ate our e
broti hearw Martens for the night .ri gThute ssduanyr iAsueg,u s
demonstrating again the | ove of God in so bea
endl ess prairie, rising upward from earth to
to this ipbad&s wheoekpeosesar ahdr dl @awlioomlpawe emu sts
continue to acknowledge. We were at the Mart e
and, after a short rest, drove to our cousin
somewhat | ate bhétavsadsf tHAHéadidi tbusinds | and
thoroughly watered from all the rain that he
that | and without dr ai'fbafg eAuigsu stto wbee darvoovied etdo. e
Bu I%drr,ank noonday coffee together, and at 4:00C
where we | ooked at hor ses. We stayed overnig
young men of the Kansas i mmigrantstbotamehtd us
purchased | and. We were with Penner of Dieba

Thursday, August 24 we took the train home. ‘
because of a |l etter from my wife stating that
Mt.Pl easant, we decided to return ¢ eaw J\ikao bAt c

marriage alliances to a potentia very wide spectrum
sense Har dars dfi sibididfwdt cheed Af at her .
Nl exanderwohl congregation.

“Peter Dyck appears to co#qiwdenn sghisestofetchesi nhet ool
1y
0
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Regier -abuertaalka ride. We had spent 9 i day
and returned us to our |l oved ones, who were a

OQur second trip to Kansas (and Nebraska) bega

together with a party of 18 people from Mt. P
Quiri ngneoff e$a, who had joined us a few days e
see the lowa | andscape in contrast to our ear

much standing water because of altatheoadcent
|l acked firm foundatiinogn tdhuee ttroaitnh et or atirnasv,e | r esq uo
pl aces the earndr wmsbenéeathkl|l yhei ssacks. Near
| and and forest. As we traveled toward the N
| and suitable for cultivation. We saw that
rjmening. This confirmed C. Jansen opinion that
in time and thus bore a |l ow yhelsds.inAMlebviasnshga
saw that the city is bordered on two sides by
behind that a bl uff. The town is a pleasant

small at 1IJ inch | ong. was Elwe déamage they ghade
eaten vegetable | eaves; the trees were | ess a
train delays, so that we departed at midnight
Mi ssouri ®oukd whighbe crossed by a ferry. O
ferry and taken across where it was coupl ed t
town of Pl attsmout h. Having arrived hkhere at

Lincoln at 10: 00 pm, where we found a guestho
the |l and office to organize inspections of | a

We had agreed that we would | eave at 6: 00 am
Cr omweHolwever, the train did not arrive. We w
meanti me we visited the i mmigrantsd house whe
Vol ga region of Russi a. Af t er Weh aatl swe swaewn ta t ¢
demonstration about an inland sea that provid
ri ses and sinks. When the water is at its | o
cooked and crystal i zmess. a Tshoifst issu bgsrtcamicder aunsce db
meal s are served.

We | eft soon and arrived in Cromwelll amtds3: 00
The | ocal of ficials had been notified by tele
uneven and had been thoroughly cultivated. T

by grasshoppers, so that wéaeeesahsi Wadedi penkd

¥peter Dyck was misinformed. If this is indeed Red Oal

S’Peter Dyckos chronology is off here. There is no towr
Red Oak, nl#lhr Creston.
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smal | , hal f of what we had seen in Kansas. T
Al exa’Admi @i ally we saw much grassland, and t al
grasshoppers. As we approached the town ther
be dried out, despite all the rain d.hatOrheadofr
the farms we saw was | ocated near a stream wi
small farm belonging to a widow, of 240 acres

inventory and buil dings.pecThd |Ihyo ushee wWasvirnegl ato
stream was running nicely and might drive a w

We in our five wagons returned to Al exandria |
to Frontwel | . The next day, Friday, Septembel
at 4: 00 a#rknfoomn tnhid Iweolnl t he BUUwaBower dri Viee , c
horses each. After driving four hours over o
were concentrated with their whips fovetr Isomegt
rattle snake whidly.thdhekishla&keéd osmmetdioat eés gr e
Toward noon we came to a farm where our drive
original resident of the town by this name.
earthen dyuygbut t©théihost and his family were e
the main room. The table setting on which we
on building his permanent house sooht waé&rom
l ined with woods and stil!/l unripe wild pl ums.
ni ght. Thesgrsagrsaothhner short and the | andscape
We saw buffalo places [wall ows?] but other wi s
without cost. |l note that along the Blue RivV
landowner s. On our drive alonglrtivenBlmie | Ri.ver
Especially the Alebandér amidl i nwga®odecondi tion
herd of heavy echell e pigs. He explained to
years ago, with one dollar i n his pocket. No
addohal equi pment. Later that same evening w
us on the | and inspection and who showed us a
which he played a tunepamthiadc dpawmhiensdrbte digrmas o
Thisstoew experience evoked much wonder.

Saturdapft Bepilémber at 5: 00 am we drove along

six horses, arriving at Fairbury at 6% 30. I
%This small town is |l ocated about 10 miles northwest of
Jansen had his sheep farm.

¥A settlement near Jansen, Nebraska of several villages:s

conservative orientation. A few years |l ater the entire



54

| eadea schdrpt ai n Mr. Fast. Afternoon the®whol e
It was a fine parcel of | and, better than the
somewhat deep, but the slopes to them gradual
of some interest. | stayed yt htehfaneilgdhrto vvei ttho an
ship service where Herr Zi mmer man and Ohm
er Jansené6s for our noon meal, where numer
ablishment: two residencesimea ohusr i@ ulsarsn f o
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herders. There is also a windmill to pump wa
steps ong by 100 steps wide. Il n the evening
1,600 sheep anGuddaheadeoif ngatobrethe night |

Monday morning in the rain we began our trip;
Reservation, but we | earned from a |l ocal farm
continuedcen toP8eatrdansen and Johannes Penn
Reservation | and. The next day they foll owed
l' ive on the | and and were interestediigmts®lciciu

We drove to Lincoln where we met our other tr.
would continue on to Kansas. We | eft Tuesday
From there we continued at 10: @® 8mO0@®n ptmo Kam
Topeka we were joined by C.B. Schmidt with wh

that our Nebraska friends had already from Li

Cl aassen and Penner, alonglwifthuBld. i 8u&Eewpmanma

| ndi an | ands *iThh uCosudnatyb ¢étphGe m2vGer. at 8: 00 am we
visit Ewertos congregation. Then 1, Bernhard
while L. Sudermann and his brother wweads not Ri
at home. Hi s house was 50 feet | ong and 30 w
room built on at a right angle to the main ho
The entire house had cost #$érP@ phi d00ohwadkan
cattl e. This Mr. Funk owns a section of | and
years, with the original purchase giving him

built houdses fwhro rwe | | receive income from bre
gr ow, paying a third of the yield to Funk. Al
who was not at home. We noted hi ¢ rsereesep aMed
were joined by the Sudermann brothers. I n th
Mr s . Jansen i n Mt. Pl easant . Funkoés wife com
“This was the Otsoeec trieosne rtveartriiotno,r ya i2n4 t he sout heast corn
extending into Kansas. Created by treaty in 1854, it
reservation was 1884l i alnyd dbhet rersedl eini s removed to Okl a

“A Z®ction tract that was the | asdhefsetthéeéye meate si e mowdd
U.S. Government tToh eOkKaavh oNaat iionn 1h@a&3 .a !l ireltedta ypraeg senmee
Council Grove area with the All egawaho Heritage Memor i
of 150 years ago.
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mi grated to Russia was raised by Peter -T°ws i
grandfather, who arrived there when my father
section of | and. "%Sa tSuerpdtacymbneorr nien gdirtohveeh 2820 Oh n
Gnadenau settlement of el der Wi ebe. We arri v
assembled; our group ofPEl2eat €Ewarno@amdmdals wii
t hélen. the evening we drove on through Newton
ni ght with Harder. The Sunday worship servic
Leonard Sudermann preached. Mondayniamdg eweé oon
traveled to Peabody and then i mmediately with
and then back to town in the evening. Here w
who were on their way to examine an I ndian re

The next morning we again met with the far mer

pl owed | and available for sale from!5145 to $2
September, we drove out with Mrs.ecRunokn ffraormm Poef.
acres that the owner wanted to sell because o

plus $600 for invieohgr@ndelIbhe Theusee iiss a24el |l a
accessible from thesmatbidarn Wheheplanhkl| sbodi

fencedyard; two well s. The inventory apprais
clothing, linens, and personal effects, | eavi
pltaemd fence hedge, 130 acres of plowed | and;
seller named Duncan to the bank where Mr. Fun
documents before | awyer Salisbury.

The next day, Fr i dfaoggyr Shegomee.mb elrn 2Bmp owei d ewe met
brothers to hear their report of the I ndian r
purchase. We rode together with them till Top:¢
St. Joseph whieg eextphegiet iwars wi t h many peopl e.

and stayed the night there. Next morning we

arriving at Mt. Pl easdntandt Péteo, pmmnd all aondr
and children, were wel/l. The Lord has accom
Our third journey by train to Kansas began Oc
and Johannes. These four children and Ger ha
previous day we had taken bmxtee saerdd ottthem 4dHhess
this trip these children would be able to beg
train station we witnessed an unusual epi sode

“2This was a major Mennonite Brethren settlement of Rus:

todayés Hillsboro.

“The El der Ewert with whom Dyck h
t

d toured Russia in 1¢
rur al church was di smantl ed for e

a
h creation of Mar i on
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t hat had been in an accident. The corps
of the accident was his drunkenness. H
the wheels and been killed.

p wentumwamaodhtehmley wteo a®@trtt ved at 11: 00 am,

provisions. I note here that two other i
gmanns and the Fr°ses, both from Russia, a
i tn®enwadhea young Mr. Fast from Prussi a. Al

me a | in the restialulrat0® ot avec meteidrerwe t too wl

ilved at 11: 00 pm. There we needed to wait
but we did have coffee and buttered bre

r
r
r
d
who had come from Topeka the previous day to
o
r
g
rived at gkHd: @0 aams,clmaammdd arrived in Topeka a

We arrived in Peabody in the evening and
Bergmanns and the Fr°ses rested in the train
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mor n
es i

aft
n he

g we drove two wagons to our far
tead of cash Funk feared that th
our arrival thewgbeganand wacl
drove to the neighbofFsei h8otwe uwme

éhaftenBut the beginning was probl ematic
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served us our vmeirl kel seuwaisnavaps$ abheé. wh
the two mules to a farm wagon and und

opping list included numerous i1items, es
id nong owd ewerce eg gd liings eatLerh nfalnanté sb thgagly

find horses we needed to travel 4 mil e

arness for $275. So we were ablledto tr
ice where | had previously been asked.

I ndeed, these were the only building

rs are having difficwdBlotwnw WwWiatrhlet h-¢iami Wwe le

.Wew ltshey havebabubdbotewhbhey needed to
A tdompldetwe |l 4t cmsts $1. 90 per foot.

ed home and with the children, organize

For security against prairie fires, we

raw. We mowed t he gr atshse amals twhdaa yesv ewe eb
g, at which work we were helped by a Mr
ity; he received $.90 per day.

s a |ist of the inventory | purchased w
ns; a reaper, 3 plows, 2 corn cleaners,
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wheat, 30 bushels oat s, 2.2 acres Welsh corn
an American far m. We received many Vvisitors
and brothers who were in ftiinmgpcfiandaneted. hellhet
But | couldndét help them out becalbsputahask&ed
dri || for $80, I have yet to pay and intend t

Because of the dry conditions we see prairie
to twelve fires were visible on the horizon.
associate, and with whom s$éeeffvcaa pnadAmerciecah
practices.

OnNovembdir GRr har d aGl dasasveed compami smn Wetwent
Peabtodyembark on a tr4¥p abr#sMadyPhaedsaatei Vedat
Agent Schmidt for the r wimwastiroet omlfyr M Kampea
entire journey was | ess eQprntsiive wdmih Ydry rwe
we needed to wait 5 hours to timaka. the connect

And so the Lord has kept us well and protecte
hi s goodnesess sandatf ahiotnhef ualnd i n travel s. We t h

Peter Dyck

“NMo reason is given for this trip to Mt. Pleasant, but
daughter Anna to Kansas. Their names were not menti on:e
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Agatha (Regier Entz) Dyck Family

ogi calééiékertéicféicedtéeicert ééeééeéées5Hs0

fication of | etter writers and6@ddress
Dyck Jr. and Johannes Dyck to6®dear <co
W. Regi er & Aoghaatnhnee s( CRyecgki)e rR e€géi éebrB étéoe eJé ¢
ysdahdnnes Dyefi enédobéadanéserRbEET

es Dyck to Jacob Entz éeéeéeéeééébdélececcec
(Regi @ibemlAnt Zhi Dyaolkeemor(tiinn Prtursasgiacg new
drowni ng de &drmn edé ddoenesé éReectée r& . J.2. and
ine (Dyck) Regi ebrr aahnadm ARPe gaihéaem7 Brekgd éeé  J
(Regier Entz) Dyck and Peter7®¥ck to
Dyck to fAidear childreno (in P#Wwssia),



The Agathe-Regier~ Entz-Dyck Family

In crder to give the reader a good understanding of who the persons

writirg these letters are and to whom they are addressed I am including
pages 139 and 140 from the "Bernhard Regier Genealogy" 1669-1973 by

Joyce Regier Gaeddert.

III. 2GATHE REGIER

Jacob Entz

As Jacob Entz Jr.

Bs Bernhard Entz

C. CGerhard Entz

Do Lnna Entz

E., Lbraham Entz

Fo Lgathe Entz

Ge Marie ktz

Rev. Peter Dyck

BIRTHDATE
BIRTHPLACE

MARRIAGE DATE

January 24, 1815
West Prussia

1st Marriage
February 18, 1836
September 23, 1809

July 5, 1837
West Prussia
July 15, 1865

August 15, 1838
West ussia
August 20, 1868

February 17, 1840
West Prussia

October 8, 1841
West Prussia
April 28, 1881

November 27, 1843
West Prussia.

July 10, 1873

September 9, 1845
West Prussia

February 23, 1848
West Prussia
May 12, 1876

2nd Marriage
July 12, 1849
April 3, 1821
West Prussia

DATE OF DEATH
OCCUPATION.

April 5, 1886
HOmemaker

September 16, 1848
Farmer

September 29, 1906
Farmer

September 28, 1912
Farmer

July 3, 1841

November 13, 1898
Homemaker

October 15, 1924

Farmerxr
October 26, 1846
April 8, 1929

Homemaker

May 7, 1885
Farmer and Minister
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Agathe Regier Family . continued

Nama BRIRTHDATE DATE OF DEATH
BIRTHPLACE OCCUPATION
MARRIAGE DATE

He Catheriine Dyck August 2, 1850 June 10, 1924
West Prussia Homemaker

January 2k, 1872

I. Agathe Dyck January 17, 1852 June 1, 1911
West Prussia. Homemaker
May 12, 1876

Jeo Peter Dyck Jre July 11, 1853 May 1, 1878

West Prussia:

Ko Johannes Dyck February 17, 1855 May 1, 1878
West Prussia

L. David Dyck May 14, 1856 June 6, 1856
West Prussia

The first four letters of this collection are addressed to Johannes
Regier, either as "Dear Cousin" or as"Bear Brother"s This particular
person was a cousin of the above Peter Dyck Jr. and Johannes Dyck but
he was also the youngest brother of the husbands of the above Marie Entz
Caiherine Dyck, and Agathe Dyck.

The fifth letter is addressed to Jacob Entz Jr and bears the signature
of his youngest half-brother, JohannesDycko.

The sixth letter, addressed to "Dear Children" byAgathe Dyck really is
meant only for her children stilll remaining in West Prussiae at the time
of writinge

The seventh letter , written by Catherine Dyck Regier, and by her
husband Abraham Regier is addressed to the father of Abraham Regiere

The explanation given for the sixth letter also applées to the 8th
lettere

By thetime the ninth letter was witten only the Jacob Entzes and the
Bernhard Entzes were left in West Prussiao

An acditional bit of information might not be needed anymore, namely
that the second letter was written by Agathe Dyck Regier and her hus=-
baad Jacob W. Regiers

In the nijth letter reference is made to a lady by the name of , Sara
Gerbrand Schmidte This writer is curious if she perhaps was one of tthe
five young ladies Reves PeterDyck brought along from Germany when he re-
turned from a visit to West Prussia. in 1881l. Some of these lsdies whose
names areknown also married young men from the Grace Hill (Gnadenberg)
Church. The statement that "shewas with our brother in Sandhof!" makes
me think soe

60



Page 1

Peter Dyck Jr. to John Regier
Mt. Pleasant Iowa
September 1, 1876
Dear Cousin:

Bince Prother-in-Law Bernhard's letter will not weigh the
full amount we are allowed I want to add a few lines. 3 do not have as
many travel reports to make as the others whose reports you will have
read, Liwing in the city here can become monotonous for beside the many
foot-tours we make we do not get to see the countryside. Put an end will
come to all this and I long for the time when a decision will be made.
One thing is certain; our group here (in Mt.Pleasant) will divide for
the reports are that those looking at land in Kansas have made a $500.
down-payment theres The Lord'ss will be done.

Those of us who remained here are occupied with learning English.
Twics a week we gather to sing at Janzens (Cornelius?) . Mre. Behle, our
English instructor has returned from his trip and has begun his course
againe My letter to BsRo.Koerz, dated August 10, will have arrived there
by nows. tn it:f included our first (English) songe. I hope you will be able
to r2ad it, and after studying it to come up with a translation which our
little friend Je.Klassen of Simonsdorf then can rearrange to make it rhyme?
The song,'Nearer my God to Thee" which you know well is sung in both Ger=-
man and English here to a melody that is only slightly different. We are
singing the tenth song here already. This has become much easier since
the orothers-in-law have returned. With the addition of new immigrants
onlﬁlgﬁst 28, some of whom have done some preliminary work, the number
of ;tudent has gone over 20. personso These later arrivals are very busy
unpacking their chests in the houses they have rented. This latter group
spent tthe same number of days on the ocean but experienced much more storme
But they all arrived here in good healths

Jornelius Janzen has spent tthe last 14 days on his farm in Nebraska
together with ?éter Klassen, formerly of Koldowe. While Jangzen's older
son Peter went to New York to meet another group of Prussians to accompgny
them here. The same day yet when he returned he also left for Nebraska
together with J. Dyck (Montau) who,had already erned $25. by working for
a farmer here. Now I must report something about one of the foot-tours

we experienced here
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Peter Dyck Jr. to John Regier
Mt. Pleasant Iowa
September 1, 1876
Dear Cousin:

Bince Prother-in-Law Bernhard's letter will not weigh the
full amount we are allowed I want to add a few lines. 3 do not have as
many travel reports to make as the others whose reports you will have
read, Liwing in the city here can become monotonous for beside the many
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unpacking their chests in the houses they have rented. This latter group
spent tthe same number of days on the ocean but experienced much more storme
But they all arrived here in good healths

Jornelius Janzen has spent tthe last 14 days on his farm in Nebraska
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6 2



6 3

page 2

Juite a large group of us walked the fhree-quarter mile distance to
a stone quarry one afternoon.By walking along the railroad we came to
this place where rocks laymin layers and are broken into with wedgeso
Blasting is ineffective with this type of rocke It is a wery good type of
of rock for footings as well as for constructing the walls of houses.
The samme quality of stone is also to be found in some Kansas communities.
Lateﬁ%n we came upon the stone saw. These large sheets of rock layers
are cut to any size by means of a band saw which in each round of its
course also passes through wet sand and watere The German operator of
this business which is quite prosperous sys it is very hard work and
most of the time has to be done in the hot sun without much of a breeze
of aire. Bome of these rock plates are even used as flooringe

Twice I have gone along the railroad track to bathe at a lake about
about an hour away from the city.After the long walk home the enjoyment
from the wath has diminished considerably. Not flar from the city there
is also an insane asylume We have been there and are astonished at the
magnificence of the buildings of this institutione. The whole thing gives
one the impression that it might just be the suburb of a city. All cooking
at this place is done by steame

On September 6 to 8 a large horse-race is scheduled to take place here.
Mary of the coachmen and riders are busy practicing with their horses.
One German doctor brought six of his horses. One stallion worth QZDOO.
(two thousand)

The wool-mill here is also very interesting. The process begind with
the washing of the wool on the upper story and fibally on the ground
flcor the finished bolts of cloth are there to be admireds. There are many
otbher interesting industries like that here., T

The weather is very changeable here but mostly warm with gquick tem-
perature changes which are conducive for peaple to catch colds. We have
more apples and pears than we can use o in spite of cooking moos three
times per day. We also have carried many baskets of fruit to those friends
who have none. And soon the grapes will be ripe.

Just now Uncle Hamm came with a letter from Uncle Rs which included
the recipe for father's foot from Dr. Berg. As you may Enow by now the
foct has recovered completelys

Dear Cousin: Your home must be quite empty at times with so many

& e
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